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NURSING NOTES 


Arrer Forty YEars. 

! the annual meeting of the Birmingham 
A and Midland Counties Institution for Trained 
Nurses, it was announced that the committee have 
decided, in view of the expiry of the lease of the 
hme, No. 12 The Crescent, on March 25th, to 
institution at that date, or as near to it 
is was practicable. Arrangements have been 
made with Mrs. Lavery, of St. James’s Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, to place upon her regis- 
try the names of any who desire to avail them- 
selves of the opportunity. Miss Welch, the home 
sister, has also proposed to open a hostel in 
Ryland Road, Edgbaston, at which nurses will 
be able to stay, on moderate terms, in the inter- 
vals of employment. A considerable number of 
the nurses who are eligible under the conditions 
of the pensions fund have for some time been 
receiving pensions of £20 per annum, and in the 
prospect of the work of the institution being closed 
all the other members of the staff eligible have 
now been placed upon the list of pensioners, 
making a total number of thirty-six. Arrange- 
ments have been made with an insurance society 
to take over the entire responsibility of the 
pensions as from March 31st for the sum of 
‘11,782 7s. The funds of the institution on 
December 81st amounted to £17,761 16s. 8d., 
0 that the committee anticipate that, after pay- 
nent of the purchase of the pensions and the 


‘lose the 





charges incidental to winding up the affairs of 
the institution, there will remain approximately 
the sum of £5,000. Bearing in mind the original 
intention of the late Mr. Timothy Kenrick, the 
committee recommend that this balance of 
£5,000 should be handed over to the Birmingham 
District Nursing Society. The institution, it is 
interesting to note, is being closed, solely because 
the reason for which it was started in 1869 no 
longer exists to-day, i.e., the extreme difficulty 
of obtaining fully trained hospital nurses. 
Nowadays all the large hospitals have their private 
staff, and there are numbers of highly qualified 
and efficient nurses in Birmingham, and therefore 
it has been considered unnecessary to continue 
the institution, which, under the tactful manage- 
ment of Miss Ewing, had a splendid reputation 
all over England for its nurses. 


NURSING IN BELGIUM. 

NursinG is making rapid strides in Belgium. 
Less than eighteen months ago, the Ecole Belge 
d’Infirmiéres Diplomées was organised, and has 
met with a most unprecedented success. Through 
the efforts of the matron of this institution, a 
training school under an English matron has now 
been started at the Hépital St. Jean, and there 
is every reason to hope that it will meet with 
success and appreciation. Lay nurses were intro- 
duced into this hospital some months ago, but 
up to the present time there has been no attempt 
at organisation. The formation of a school under 
existing circumstances will be uphill work, but 
if the right helpers are forthcoming—trained 
nurses who will take up their duties with enthu- 
siasm—the future of the work may be said to be 
assured. There are, at present, several vacancies 
for fully-trained sisters and nurses_ speaking 
French, and those taking up the work now would 
naturally have the first chances of promotion as 
the movement becomes more widely-spread, and 
as heads of the various other institutions and 
departments are required. Those interested in 
the question can obtain full details respecting the 
work, and the appointments vacant, either from 
the Matron of the Ecole Belge, Rue de la Culture, 
or the Matron, Maison des Infirmiéres de |’H6pital 
St. Jean. 


Betrast Union INFIRMARY. 

In order to raise the standard of the training 
of probationers at the Belfast Union Hospital, 
the Board of Guardians have devised a unique 
and practical method. An examination is now 
held in general education, for those who wish 
to enter the Union Hospital as probationers. The 
papers include arithmetic, geography, history, 
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questions are only such as a girl with 


‘ation would have no difficulty in 

Those candidates who have passed 

ation stand a chance of election for 

es for probationers, but although no 

-d who has not passed the examina- 

does not follow that each one who passes 

selected. We understand the Belfast 

is the only hospital in the kingdom where 

such an examination is necessary. It will un- 

doubtedly raise the standard of the Union nurses, 

and is certainly a step in the right direction when 

so many utterly uneducated women are entering 
the profession. 

Last week the new Children’s Infirmary in the 
Belfast Union was opened for the reception of the 
little patients, and greatly delighted the children 
were with their new quarters. The transference 
of the children to the new department was duly 
celebrated oy a belated Christmas treat, which 
had been postponed until the new infirmary was 
ready. A really dainty tea was served. The 
Society for Brightening Union Life contributed a 
programme eminently suited to the young 
audience that listened to it so eagerly, and the 
members of the society presented each child with 
a charming toy 

Tne Home of 


Some idea of the 


District NURSING. 
work of the Liverpool 
Q.V.D.N.A. may be gauged from the figures 
given in the annual report. The staff now 
numbers six matrons and fifty-four nurses, who 
paid 232,131 visits to 9,097 patients last year. 
In addition, there are four nurses who visit regu- 
larly the elementary schools. At the recent 
wnnual meeting it was announced that H.R.H. 
Princess Louise, Duchess of Argyll, will open the 
forthcoming District Nursing Conference. The 
chairman also said that she would be accompanied 
by the Duke of Argyll, and he believed it was 
her intention to be present at the “At Home” 
to be held at the Walker Art Gallery on the night 
of May 13th, and she would probably attend some 
of the sittings of the sections of the Congress. 
Other persons of distinction who are expected 
are Lord Goschen, chairman of the Jubilee Insti- 
tute for Nurses, Lady Aberdeen, the Vicereine of 
Ireland, and Sir Dyce Duckworth, a Liverpool 
man very eminent in all matters connected with 
medicine and nursing. Miss Amy Hughes will 
read a paper on the history of district nursing. 
Q.V.J.I.N 
\lexandra’s Committee 
Queen's Commemoration Fund in relief 
Q.V.J.1 N Adeline, Duchess of Bedford 
ily lent her house), announced that the 
ul expressed herself greatly pleased with 
ress made by the General Committee, 
he excellent work they had done. Miss 
explained the important social work done 


‘a meeting of Queen 


ct nurses 

on March 29th, and 
58 Victoria Street, 
between these dates 
be sent to the office 


ly stitute is re 
oth at 


—_ 
That 





“First Alp” TRAINING. 
SuRGEON-GENERAL Sir A. KEOGH announce 
that an official scheme for training the women 
of the country in first aid is now under considers 

tion at the War Office. Meanwhile, the 
countess Esher is organising first aid classes 
over London, and inquirers are asked to writ 
to her at 2 Tilney Street, W. 

The “First Aid Nursing Yeomanry Corps,” 
body of mounted women whose well-meant 
impracticable object was to ride over the field 
battle, carry off wounded soldiers, and render 
first aid, has, as we anticipated, been refused 
any official recognition by the War Office, and 
recommended to work in conjunction with St 
John’s Ambulance Society. First aid is a us 


asset to every woman, and fully-trained hel; 
military hospitals is invaluable, and is already 
officially organised ; but a mounted first aid corp 
was neither one thing nor the other, and « 
not be seriously considered. 


HeaLtH VISITORS AND UNIFORM. 

WeE commented recently on the decision 
the lady Health Visitor at Bermondsey sh 
wear nurse’s uniform, and pointed out that 
was inadvisable when the officer was not a train 
nurse. Bermondsey, however, is fortunat: 
having a lady of the highest qualifications, Miss 
Clibbens having been trained at the Birmingham 
Infirmary, and being afterwards charge nurse at 
the Draycote Isolation Hospital, near Derby; 
superintendent nurse at the Winchester Infir- 
mary; night superintendent at Portsmouth Infir- 
mary; and sanitary inspector at Sheffield. Miss 
Clibbens is certified under the C.M.B., and holds 
the Royal Sanitary Institute, the ‘Inspectors’ 
Examination Board, and School Hygiene certi- 
ficates. 

Nurses For SouTH AFRICA. 

Tue §S. African Colonisation Society has 
issued a letter appealing for women to emigrate 
to 8. Africa. Unfortunately, the letter definitely 
mentions that hospital nurses are greatly needed, 
and the result has been the receipt of a large 
number of applications. Enquiry at the office at 
Victoria Street elicits the explanation that a mis- 
take has been made, and that, although domestic 
servants are urgently wanted, there is little work 
for nurses. This corroborates our experience 
and we strongly advise nurses not to proceed to 
S. Africa on the chance of obtaining work 

It is a pity that the applicants who r 
should be disappointed, but better that 
learn the facts before they start on so long 
a journey. 


expensive 


REGISTRATION. 
THERE has been activity during the wv 
and it is rumoured 
quarter that the subject may be discusse: 
Parliamentary Select Committee, and in 
that Mr. Asquith will be asked to receive a d 
tion. The Scottish papers are meantime 
an animated correspondence over the ques 
Registration Bill for that count 


registration circles, 


“a separate 
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ENTERTAINI NG TH E few rs artificial flowers — to —— or a a 
: r SOON . of bright tissue paper, will produce a flower garden 
CONVALESCENT C HILD of most wee he a ernest hues in a very short 
By Mary Apams. time. The animals from his Noah’s ark can be 
: care of many a sick child, after the really | utilised to add interest to the farm, while a bit 
part ol the nursing has been done and of old looking-glass or tinfoil will make a splend d 
nger-point successfully passed, there are | pond or artificial lake. 
iys of convalescence to be whiled away The larger child will find in the sand-pan 
w—days that tax the ingenuity of the | material for many happy hours. He may like t 
sourceful nurse to the utmost. The child | lay out the city or town in which he lives, making 
» kept in bed much of the time, and if he | indentations for the principal streets, and deeper 
very weak, he is apt to clamour for amuse- | ones for the river, if there is one. Bits of chalk 
the whole day through. Some nurses have | or pegs can be used for important buildings. 
sift for story-telling, and can embellish the | Trees can be planted along the river by using 
mple little incident, and make of it a fascin- | tiny twigs, or a whole park can be constructed in 
ating tale. And here be it said, that the art of | the same way. The possibilities of delight for a 
story-telling is one well worth while cultivating, | child in a sand-pan are endless. 
srown-ups are only children of larger growth, Nearly all children enjoy being something new 
nd many of them are not above listening to a | each day. The child who was so anxious to be 
i story well told. Stories told are usually | a farmer yesterday may want to be a preache) 
h more interesting than stories that are read to-day and a florist to-morrow. To play at being a 
hild’s mother, of course, may have some | florist is easy if an old seed-advertising book can 
sitive opinions as to the kind of stories she | be secured. He may want simply to sell flowers, 
told to her child, and it need hardly be | and with a pair of blunt-pointed scissors he can 
that her wishes must be respected. Many | quickly have a stock of delightful roses, peonies 
s do not believe in fairy stories, yet many carnations, and what not besides, for sale singly 
of this class are delicate and beautiful. | or in lots. If he thinks he would like to make 
agination is not treated to anything harmful | flower-beds, a sheet of ordinary wrapping paper 
portrayal of the doings of the dainty fairy | can be used. Small flowers can be pasted along 
ho live far away in an unfound world. | the edge for a border, larger ones for the larg: 
ries about animals are always a delight to chil- | bed in the centre, and designs of various kinds 
n. but eare must be used not to have the story can be traced, either with the paper flowers cut 
ry, very exciting. Bear stories told at bedtime | from the old book or painted on with water paints 
iy mean troubled sleep for the little patient, and 
shost stories ought to be altogether tabooed, even 
{they are not very bad ghosts. Or he may want to go travelling, and wonder- 
The age and sex of the child must, of course, fully interesting stories of travel and adventur: 
considered in any programme of entertainment. can be woven from the imagination. If he has a 
the little tots of five years and under may enjoy | friend in South Africa or Australia, or India o 
making chains of beads in a variety of colours, Canada, he will surely enjoy going to see them 
r little chains or mats of coloured paper can be Tourist tickets can be secured for him, so that 
woven. The latter especially are desirable forms | he can see all the chief countries and cities along 
{ amusement in convalescence after contagious | the way. He will, of course, want to bring home 
liseases, as they have no special value and can | great boxes full of presents for everybody he 
be burned lateron. In such cases wooden beads | knows, and altogether, between buying the pre- 
o string, coloured pegs to be fitted into patterns | sents, and the travel and the strange, funny folk 
u a peg-board—any cheap wooden or paper toys he meets in the different countries, the trip can 
~are preferable to the more durable or expensive | be made most delightful. He will very likely be 
‘ind which might reluctantly be destroyed. very sleepy by the time he gets back home. 
The next day he may wish to build a story- 
picture, and this, too, may be made a fascinating 
One of the very best playthings for a child who | amusement if the nurse is willing to exert herself 
sable to sit up in bed or in a chair is a long | to make it so. The very first question to be de- 
llow pan—an ordinary baking pan will do beau- | cided is, “Who will we make the story about?” 
filled with clean sand. These sand-pans a boy or a girl, or a whole family, including a 
| in many of the modern well-equipped baby, cat, dog, bird, and goat. Several days or 
by the children for the tracing of maps, | parts of them may be consumed in getting ready 
1 source of great pleasure and interest to | to build the story-pictur In old newspam r3 
ll and large children. The little ones will | and magazines all kinds of heroes and heroines 
ng out a farm in the sand-pan. Little | for such stories can be found, clipped out and put 
ood or toothpicks or small white stones | away carefully till enough material is on hand to 
sed for fences. The sand can be moist start to build. A square of old white muslin or 
a little warm water so that animals a large sheet of paper tacked on the wall will b: 
will stand up straight init. With bit needed as a foundation for story building. Th: 
‘hemlock a child can very soon set out | persons whom the story is to be about must have 
r an orchard or fruit garden, while a | a house to live in, so a picture of a house must 


‘* TELL ME A STORY, PLEASE 


SomME Eastty OBTAINED PLAYTHINGS. 
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Behind, or 
trees, or a 


a prominent place in this story. 

side, there may be a row of 

or a train of cars, or a woman with a baby 

1 carriage, or horses or cows—any quantity 

things can be found to put in the picture. All 

the people in the picture must have names, and 

the dog also, and if the house is in the city it 
must have a number. 

Marvellously 


interesting stories of little boys 
and girls can be built up. For instance, Johnnie 
and Mary were sent one day to see their grand- 
mother and carry her a little basket of fruit. A 
picture of a little boy and gir] and a basket of 
fruit must be found, and pasted at the starting- 
point of the story sheet. They took their little 
dog Snap with them. Find Snap and put him in 
the picture Very soon a man came along in an 
automobile and nearly ran over them. Find the 
man in the motor-car. Ora man on a bicycle or 
on horseback will do as well. They stopped at a 
shop and bought some toffee. Every step of the 
way to their grandmother’s can be made interest- 
ing, and lastly, grandmother herself must have a 
place in the picture. Most children will enjoy 
telling the story over and over with the pic- 
ture as a guide. 

In much the same way 
can be utilised for a doll’s house. 
must be the very beautiful house or castle in 
which Mrs. Dolly and her family live. On the 
following pages room after another can’ be 
furnished with pictures cut from advertisements. 

Very often medicine can be brought into a story 
in a most natural way. One nurse kept her little 
patient supplied with imaginary money which he 

in a little purse under his pillow, and after 

» he was expected promptly to settle his 

sorts of schemes can be devised to take 

off the medicine if it is an unpleasant 

children do not require any special 

to take medicine, but 
little plans help to vary 


an old scribbling book 
The first page 


one 


even 
the 


et them 


] 
such 


Koop INTERESTING 


asks for certain 


\[AKING 
times a child articles of 
he cannot have, but some simple food 
ranged to resemble the thing asked for 
sa capricious appt tite to deal with 

| to present food in the 

‘pays. A saucerful of cooked rice 

1y special enthusiasm in a little 

» rice is moulded, after cooking, 

and each mound topped off with 

a bright littl candy of some 


most 


vy or 


lv to be promptly disposed of. 


e cut in odd shapes or squares, and 
form of a star or crescent 


variety. \ log 


st rips of 


d ? the 
animal, by way of 
rd’s nest can be made of 

itter 
id and milk may become mon but 
bread is cut in little squares and kept in a 
saucer by itself, a basin of milk or soup may, with 
the aid of the imagination, become a veritable 
tishing-pond from which all sorts of interesting 
:] 


Is are 


tonous, 


water anims secured. 





The long, tedious convalescence which so ofte; 
follows scarlet fever while the skin is peeling js 
a trying time for nurse and child; but, given 
nurse with even ordinary resources and powers oj 
imagination, much can be done to brighten 
the days that often lengthen into weeks in som 
eases. The child who is tired of milk will relis} 
it more if offered through a tube or straw som 
times. Or different little glasses or cups can by 
used, and each glass can have a name. 

Animal pets are rarely desirable in a sick-room, 
but nearly every child, as well as grown-up in. 
valids, will enjoy having a few goldfish in a bow 
which he can watch darting about in the water. 

One father hit on the plan of posting his sick 
boy every day a picture postcard, and it proved 
a source of pleasure all through a tedious illness 

Nursing children is rarely an easy task, but j 
the nurse is really in love with her work as sh 
ought to be, she can do much, after the rea 
serious nursing is past, to make an illness muel 
less tedious for the little invalid, as well as for 
his parents. 


GLASS CUBICLES IN 
WORK 


EVER nurses in other hospitals have beer 
much interested in the accounts we hav 

given at various times of Dr. Foord Caiger’s 
system of glass cubicles at the South-Westem 
Fever Hospital. In the two years that the systen 
has been in foree, the results have been care- 
fully watched, and the conclusions to be draw 
from them are very instructive. In these cubicle 
wards, it will be remembered, various infections 
were nursed together, the safeguard lying in tl 
scrupulous care taken by doctors and nurses to 
and change overalls between 
patient, and sterilise everything used b 
patient, &e. The figures of eighteen months shov 
that only ten patients out of 415 in these 
caught a second infection, although 289 s 
fever convalescents were put into the ward 
of these ten, only six contracted scarlet 
even though the wards were shared by 163 
of scarlet fever in the eruptive stage. Th 
clusion is that these patients can be treat 
cubicles with others, provided precautior 
carried out in absolute detail. It is interest 
note that the cubicle system is not safe for s 
pox, chicken-pox, or acute measles; but n 
after the has disappeared, dipht 
whooping-cough, and enteric can be nurs 
gether. Dr. Caiger draws the conclusio) 
chicken-pox spreads by aérial conveyance, 
fever and German measles may 
association. In no case does he 
infection is carried by nurses who follo\ 
instructions most loyally. 

Glass cubicles have, he considers, now 
justified their use for temporary isolat 
doubtful cases, and he believes that one-te1 
the total beds, or one-half of the isolatio 
in any fever hospital, might well be arran 
this system. 








FEVER 
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scarlet 


from close 
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THE NURSE’S NOTEBOOK 


A New Meruop 1n TypuHolr. 


\ American doctor who had been feeding 


yphoid patients with carbohydrates, such 
- or barley-water, found that there was no 
temperature such as occurred after milk. 
s now adopted as a routine treatment with 
a diet of sterile water for five or 
ys, and afterwards peptonoids diluted with 
water and flavoured ices and gelatines. 
ng eliminated the milk diet with its ter- 
rritating effects,” he says, he experimented 
njections of earbolic acid, three to five 
n a pint of sterile water, placed in a foun- 
vringe alongside the bed and about a foot 
the patient. This was allowed hour 
s into the rectum, and through the reverse 
is currents was carried throughout the 
ial tract and to every tissue of the body. 
author concludes:—‘I have met with 
nenal suecess with this mode of treatment 


Success 


an 


lucing temperature in pneumonia and gas- 
and have carried cases of acute appendicitis 
ib-acute or chronic form, thereby lessening 
nger from infection at the time of opera- 
adopting this dietetic and carbolic 
m method of treating typhoid fever, I have 
| 138 consecutive All responded 
to treatment, notwithstanding the fact 
any were advanced before treatment was 

Four cases had had most profuse hemor- 
all of which subsided when the milk diet 


moved - 


Since 


cases. 


THe DANGERS OF Pap. 

RIMENTS with young dogs fed on pap for 
onths had the result that:—(1) Animals 
were very inferior in weight and size to 


animals fed on bread and milk; (2) the 


ility and delay in their increase of weight 


r in of that of their increase of 
the former being 34 to 60 per cent. and 
er 68 to 96 per cent. in comparison with 
animals; (3) some dogs died of broncho- 
onia, others were in bad condition; a 
to milk diet was followed by marked im- 
‘nt. The experiments show that pap 
ich commonly used among the 
s an aliment very inefficient for the de- 
nt and health of young organisms. It 
eals this interesting physiological fact, 
the course of growth each tissue has a 
ndependent nutritive activity and grows 
vn account, since the. stature due to the 
relatively less delayed than the weight. 


excess 


as is 


vater should be used for boiling rubber 
fountain syringe, nipples, &c.—for it 
them better than plain water. 


, readily obtained from an ether can in 
rating-room, may be dipped in scraped 
nd used to clean knives and needles. It 

the purpose much better than gauze 





TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
AND HOW TO INSURE AGAINST THEM 
By a County SUPERINTENDENT. 

NE of the problems of a superintendent's life 

is the proper provision for her nurses against 
accident and illness which will happen in spite of 
every precaution. Nursing and medical care are 
usually arranged for, but the expense of transit 
and of extra salary for a substitute are items that 
of course no careful superintendent likes to figure 
largely on her books. 

In cases of actual accident (not illness) occurring 
on duty, employers are now liable by law to pay 
a sum equal to half the salary during incapacity ; 
but should nurses be eveling or driving, or meet 
with any accident 
their own pleasure or holidays, they have no claim 
on their employers for any compensation what 
ever 


whatsoever when engaged on 


Tue DANGERS OF THE STREET, 

The great majority of accidents are traffic acci- 
dents, that is, they occur to a person in or on 
a train, carriage, cycle, &c., or they are caused 
to pedestrians by such vehicles, and it is essential 
that the nurse should make some proper provision 
for her own sake as well as that of her employer. 
Thoughtless nurses are apt to think that because 
they have had no accident, they are not 
likely to have one! On the whole, district nurses 
realise and provide against the danger better than 
private nurses, who by the nature of their work 
lead more sheltered But if the district 
nurse is more often on her bicycle, the private 
nurse is more exposed to the risks of zab and train 
traffic, and if she is working on her own account 
she has no employer from whom to claim fo 
compensation. Facts prove that a private nurse's 
life is quite as much exposed to risks. Increased 
facilities of locomotion mean, unhappily, an in- 
crease of street accidents. It is common know- 
ledge that in London they have increased enor- 
mously during recent years. I believe I am right 
in saying that this applies in the same manner to 
rural districts. Private nurses sent to out-of-the 
way country laces are often met by strange con 
Moreover, a 


lives. 


| 

veyances, and drivers stranger still 
private nurse should procure special protection 
against accident, because she is constantly on thx 
move, and often, if unattached to an institution, 
finds that an accident me unex 
pected expenses, especially if her clientéle consists 
of persons who are not well off. And the hospital 
nurse also is unfortunately liable, like all of us, 
to accidents in traffic, even if she but crosses the 
road. 


‘ans numerous 


How to Insure Witnovut Cos 

But it would be futile to preach foresight to 
nurses, if it entailed another drain on their small 
salaries, out of which they probably help others 
and perhaps provide for old age, 
themselves; 
to us all to provide against traffic accidents free 
of all cost that I write this, and appeal to all 
nurses not to lose this opportunity, of which, on 


as well as keep 


it is because an opportunity is open 
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the whole of my own staff have 
ilready availed themselves with striking results. 
[ne Nursina Times Accident Insurance is the 
t practical form of help that any journal has 
fered to its readers. It costs them nothing, 
has to do to be insured under it 
Insurance coupon each week 
containing it, so that she 
tour to show; or 
safer and more practical way 
‘ription of 6s. 6d. direct 


nurse 


as last coupons 
ulopt the 


annual subs 
SIMPLICITY THE CONDITIONS 


the 


She 


may obtain 
newsagent. 


first case, nurse 

k by week from a 

careful that she receives it by 4 p.m. on 

lay following publication, t.e., the Friday of 

coupon only holds good 

days. This means that in the case of 

e especially, she must be careful 

give due notice of any change of address, and 

ilways to have accessible the coupon pages from 

the last four numbers of the journal. These she 

must sign week by week, because in the event of 

in accident, she would require these four coupons 

to send to the Ocean Accident Company when 
cing her claim. 

ut busy nurses may forget to sign the coupon 

o keep the last four numbers, and to avert 

this contingency, the more practical-minded sub- 

scribe direct to the office, and thus by one act 

of forethought protect themselves against acci- 

dent, as an annual subscriber need not sign the 

coupon at all. 

If an annual subscriber is injured through a 
traffic accident, all she has to do is to send her 
annual receipt to the Ocean Accident Office, with 
a medical certificate, and be prepared to answer 
any questions relating to the accident. She will 
hen receive £1 a week for as long as she is dis- 

p to the maximum period of ten weeks 
d by the insurance. The receipt for the 
subscription is the insurance policy, and 
must be kept in a safe place and easy of access 
if required. This subscription must be _ re- 
each year when it falls due. For in- 
nurse beginning to subscribe from 
November 14th, 1908, is protected until Novem- 
ber 6th, 1909. November 13th, 1909, begins her 
new year, therefore her subscription falls due on 
‘ovember 6th, if she is to receive the paper 
mber 13th, 1909; only by carefulness in this 
the subscriber protected by the insur- 
year to year. 
\ COMPARISON. 

course, the is now partially protected 
Workman’s Compensation Act, but, briefly 

1 up, her position under it is as follows :- 
an accident 


k, because the 


newed 


stance a 


nurse 


ly protects the nurse from 

paid per week does not exceed 50 

i} nurse is receiving a good salary, 

‘compensation she receives during disablement 
‘t a living wage. 


her employment. 
} 


5. 





i. The compensation is a substitute fo 
salary, and the nurse cannot recover the differe: 
between it and her full salary. On receiving t/ 
compensation under the Act, the nurse h 
further legal claim on her employer for any f 
payment. She is lawfully expected to provid 
herself on these terms. 

Now, if she avails herself of the free insurang 
scheme of THE Nursina Times, she has the fi 
ing advantages: 

1. It protects the nurse when she is off duty, as 

‘ll as when she is on. 

The sum of £1 a week is paid to all nurses 
, irrespective of salary. 

3. It provides her with a living wage 
incapacitated by reason of her accident. 

t. If the accident happens when the nurse is 
off duty, she can also claim her full wages as 
long as her contract of service with her employer 
lasts. 

5. The sum of £1 per week will be paid during 
incapacity, up to the maximum period of te 
weeks. 

6. Payment is guaranteed by a leading London 
Company, and it is most easil; 


vnep 


Insurance 
obtained. 

I think the above account will prove 
readers the wisdom of insuring in THe Nursixe 
Times themselves and getting their friends to d 
likewise. 

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. 

Many secretaries of district nursing associatio 
I know, have subscribed for the paper on their 
nurses’ behalf. This is most commendable, and 
in the long run spares them much anxiety w! 
(if it happens) their nurse is incapacitated. 
insurance was suggested by a nurse to 
a nurse’s want, and though nurses 
primarily the persons meant to benefit, any person 
between twelve and seventy years of age may 
avail herself or himself of the protection of the 
insurance. Space will not allow me to go into 
details respecting our experience of this insurance, 
but I wish to state that nurses belonging t 
Association have benefited during the past tw 
years to the extent of nearly £20, and that « 
who have met with accidents might have done so 
but did not because they put off subscribing 

Since the insurance scheme was started, a large 
number of nurses have received compensation 
amounting to some hundreds of pounds, and many 
of the accidents have occurred when the nurs 
was off. duty. 





Dr. Scarrerty, the Medical Officer of Healt 
Keighley, in referring to the steadily diminishing 1 
infantile mortality in the borough, attributes it 
to the working of the Early Notification of Birt! 
and to the strenuous efforts of the local lady 
visitor. This lady states that when first she visit 
houses she was received with suspicion by both 
and midwives until they realised that she came 
them to rear healthy infants, and not to find fault 
of 936 births she personally visited in the homes 
\ valuable asset in the life of the borough 
“ Babies’ Health Fund,” a branch of the C.O.S., 
provides necessitous mothers with milk orders s 
as is needful for the child’s health. 
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POINT OF VIEW 
X.—TueE Matron. 

EALLY that child Murphy has distinguished 
herself with a vengeance this time! If she 
; not very careful for some time to come I fear 
sall be unable to keep her, or I shall have the 
of “favouritism” flung at me. The uproar 
hat out-patient department to-day was posi- 
y indescribable! If it had not been such a 
redy I should have laughed outright—mothers 
fainting; Dr. B. fussing around, making them all 
six times as excited; the D.V. baby hastily de- 
posited on the nearest form, so that its mother 
might get a good front view, and making the best 
if its little opportunity to eat as much confection 
of senna as its interior could accommodate; and 
Nurse Murphy fainting at the sight of a dead 
baby. She seems to have the very demon of ill- 
luck pursuing her. It was particularly unfortun- 
e Nurse Richards could not be spared down 
re a little longer, for I knew perfectly well 
a busy morning in the south O.P. meant 
without someone to get her into the ways a bit; 
and, to tell the truth, it was not all chance that 
prompted my appearance on the scene at that 
unfortunate moment, though I shudder to think 
what would have happened had I not arrived just 
in the nick of time. But, of course, as I had 


THE 


two nurses down with throats and in the sick- 
room, Sister Robson’s mother must go and have 
appendicitis, and Nurse Richards was the only 
senior I’d got who could manage Doctors Gordon 


and Lang in the north O.P. without their know- 
ing it. Night Sister has been giving me such 
glowing accounts of Murphy, too, lately, and I 
have noticed how she has improved. I’m afraid 
she feels she has done for herself now, and, 
although I dare not show it, her woebegone little 
face makes me long to take her along to my room 
and pet her a bit. I would rather have such 
foolishness as hers than find an old nurse of 
three years’ standing, as I did to-day, tearing off 
a dressing that had stuck and taking no notice of 
the child’s cries, just because she was too lazy 
to get some fresh lotion. to soak it off in. I 
simply shook with rage, and yet that Nurse gets 
on with all the doctors, and is certain to pass 
her examination with flying colours. The other 
day, too, as I was going round the babies’ ward, 
no fewer than four infants were placidly sucking 
wind into their little middles because their bottles 
were tilted downwards. No wonder “aqua menth. 
ip.” figured so largely on those boards! But 
unfortunate probationers, who for ever 

on the line between failure and success, are 

t difficult problem. Meanwhile, an out- 
public indignantly demands if hospital 

s are justified in sucking all the young life 

ergy out of their pupils, and then, after 

six months’ hard work out of them, letting 

with nasty insinuations that the same 

has been known to be employed in South 

ind is a very handy one for getting labour 

For every good report about these proba- 

[ get one bad. Night Sister herself, who 

the most unbiassed person in the hospital, 


and the only one who has any real influence over 
Nurse Murphy, cannot tell me whether she thinks 
she’s going to make a very good nurse or a very 
bad one. The fact is, no rule of thumb can be 
applied to nursing or nurses, and I fear the whole 
question comes under the head of arts rather than 
science ; whilst I am unpleasantly certain that the 
artistic temperament has its share in the matter, 
too. (To be concluded.) 


WOMAN’S WIDER WORLD 
HAT is described as an _ unparalleled 
honour has been conferred—and all will 
agree deservedly conferred—on Mme. Curie, 
who, with her late husband, was the discoverer 
of radium, and who, after his tragic death, was 
appointed to carry on his professional work at 
the University of Paris. The honour alluded to 
is her nomination to the presidency of the elec- 
tric section of the International Chemistry Con- 
gress, shortly to be held in London. 





THe National Women’s Social and Political 
Union, which is the chief militant suffrage society, 
has just issued its third annual report, a record 
of amazing activity and progress. During the 
year, over £20,000 has been raised. 


Nurses who are obliged to give up their pro- 
fession and seek some less strenuous work, or 
who have women relations hesitating on the 
choice of a career, will find a useful summary of 
the conditions and prospects of eighteen profes- 
sions for women in a little booklet just published 
at a penny, and obtainable at all bookstalls. It 
is entitled, ‘‘ Work for Women,” and each article 
is written by an expert. 


It is interesting to learn that the chief ruler 
of Swaziland, S. Africa, is a woman who has 
ruled with great capacity and diplomacy for 
twenty-five years, and under whom the country 
is in a very peaceful and prosperous condition. 

ANOTHER is to be added to the list of suffrage 
papers. There are already “ Votes for Women,” 
and “Women’s Franchise ”; now “The Common 
Cause” is announced as a “new penny weekly 
independent woman’s paper,” upholding the con- 
stitutional policy of the National Union of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies, but dealing also with 
all the wider interests of women. It will appear 
on April 15th, and can be obtained from the 
manager, 64 Deansgate Arcade, Manchester. 


LEGISLATION with regard to trades is often well- 
meant, but, if not carefully considered, is apt 
to press hardly on those whom it is meant to 
benefit. An instance has arisen in connection 
with the women florists, who were recently 
brought under the Factory Acts, which forbid 
work after 8 p.m. This sounds very excellent, 
but, unfortunately, it means that women florists 
have to refuse the work of going out to decorate 
ballrooms or private houses in the evening, for 
social functions. The Home Secretary is to be 





asked to receive a deputation cn the matter. 
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SOME MODERN WAYS OF FIGHTING 


DISEASE 
N a most fascinating 


of Fighting 
week, Mr. Stephen 


lecture on ‘‘Some Modern Ways 
Disease, delivered at Bedford ( olle ge last 
Paget took for the main po int of his 
subject the hi tory of the isolation of the germs of 
various disease: rhe different germs were shown by 
excelle especially the streptococcl and staphylo 

i rmer were to be found in char- 
ac ; rmation of pus sipelas, the latter were 
the ‘ ) rbuncles boils and Simlial evils. He showed 
the ge of anthrax, a disease most prevalent and most 

t sheep, but occasionally found in man 
th sheep, Pasteur had found a method 
traced 
vere carried by worms or othe 
they infected the 
wool-sorters 


diseases 


as ery 


to carcases buried 
boring 
sheep. 

and 
entered the 
might 


suc- 


verms were 


where 
found among 
the germs might have 
arried there, or 
diphtheria 
cessfully treated an antitoxi For the germ of tube 
culosis, Koch’s discovery of tuberculin had not fulfilled 
its promises, but in conjunction with other means it was 
of value, and it was of the greatest use in testing cattle. 
Mr Paget deci ( i of influenza, typhoid, 
Asiat tetanus. This last 
disease ! ntly ck horses, and an outbreak 
anti-toxin had 


surtace, 


been 


Ol were 


inhaled rm was 


ve been 


was 
not incommo! n cing stabl ; but an 
been disco that had good 

Another ' f germs 
hich they 


resuits 

required a 
changes these 
f malaria, yellow sleeping sick- 
due to the mosquito, but each having 

mosquito—and the last to the tsetse fly 
y old belief in Italy and Africa that malaria 
Was Caust y the mosquito, although later the idea 
that i from the soil Mr. Paget described the 
experiment f the late Dr. T. Manson and others in a mos 
quito-proof hut built in the most swampy part of the 
Campagna, where none of the hut-dwellers were attacked, 
whilst every one of the unsheltered guard sent by the 
suspicious authorities to watch them went down with 
the fever The malaria germ at a certain stage of its 
growth broke up into spores, each spore starting a new 
growth of its own, and so they multiplied. The break- 
ing up into simultaneous with the shivering 
fits that came over the patient He next described 
another experiment made in Havana with regard to 
yellow fever by a party of twenty-two volunteers from 
the U.S. They exposed themselves to the same condi- 
tions and surroundings as the yellow fever patients; later 
they were bitten, and contracted the fever. Sad to say, 
one of these volunteers died, and, unfortunately, he was 
one of America’s best pathologists; but the proof 

obtained that yellow fever was due to a mosquito-bite. 

In these cases the method of fighting the diseases was 
to attack the mosquitos’ and destroy their eggs. 
They made their nests in stagnant water; therefore, all 
possible breeding-places were sought out and removed, 
ponds or swamps drained, pools swept out and filled, all 
pails, old cans, &c., collected and removed. By these 
death-rate from these diseases had been reduced 
as much as 75 per cent., and only after 
ad pted was it possible 
to continue » with the Panama Canal. 

The germ of sleeping sickness was introduced by the 
tsetse tly ind is found widely distributed among 
camel \ man with sleeping sickness might look 
healthy, do his ordinary work, and seemingly enjoy his 
life for eighteen months or two years after he had con 
tracted the provided the germ confined to 
his blood: but when the germ reached the fluid of the 
spinal column or of the brain, suffering was acute, and 
death very painful. The fly could not be attacked in 
the same way as the mosquito. Happily, if undisturbed, 

and selected belts 


it remained ithin a restricted area 
of water for its nests. Sir David and Lady Bruce were 
in Uganda. Sir David 


it present continuing the research 
had already succeeded in finding the germ of Malta fever, 
was 


once the scourge of our garrison there. It 


were those that 
underwent certain 
tever, 


Carriel inh 


was 


spores Was 


was 


nests 


means the 
i districts 


Dre nt e 


some 


measures were 


disease, was 


tsetse 


greatest 





traced to the goats’ milk supplied there, and since 
had been excluded from the dietary, the deaths f 
this fever fell from 643 in 1905 to 7 in 1907. In 
clusion, Mr Paget described the successive met! 
adopted in the treatment of myxcedema. 





NOTES FROM ABROAD 


*~ERMAN thoroughness leads to specialising, 
y German Red Cross Society has started a special br 
of nursing housekeepers. Nurses are often called u 
to undertake the housekeeping department in hospit 
and are thus withdrawn from their special work of nurs- 
ing, whilst it is not desirable to engage housekeepers 
from outside. The idea (originating, we believe, with 
the Red Cross Society in Baden) is to choose among 
probationers those who have more talent for housek 
ing than for actual nursing, to educate them spe 
in all branches of hospital cookery and management 
to form housekeepers for sanatoria and hospitals, gi 
them the same rights and rank as nurses. 


ana 


visitor describes the work of a nurse ir 
’s Hospital, keeping strictly to facts 
little more criticism of ‘‘ourselves as others see 
would be interesting, perhaps, but the only remarks 
that it is very difficult to become a probationer, that 
examination for probationers in anatomy and physi 
elementary,”’ the work in the wards ‘ 
heavy,’ and, in spite of the fact that every ward 
two maids, ‘“‘the probationers have to do a great de 
real servants’ Only very gradually do the 
bationers begin to wait directly upon the patients 
‘it is not until the even third year that 
learn the real nursing of the sick.’’ The suprema 
the matron is noticed. ‘‘All complaints must be 
to the matron. The assistant doctors expe 
sisters to carry out their orders, but may not inte! 
with the actual nursing plan. Even doctors have 


power to dismiss a sister.” 


A GERMAN 
Bartholomew 


is “very 


work.”’ 


second or 


dresse d 


Swiss nurses are beginning to feel the need of def 
organisation The monthly Blitter fiir Krankenp/} 
issued by the Red Cross Society, calls upon nurs 
combine. A similar attempt some eight years ago 
through the indifference and want of unity of members of 
the profession. It is time for nurses of both 
combine in order to further their own interests. Pr: 
and untrained workers step into the profession, ungu 
as it is at present by law. An insurance fund is ur 
an ex-nurse gests a tribunal for settling all 


also sugs 
fessional differences. 


{ 


sexes 


Tue Finnish nursing paper, Zpione, has now begun 
second volume. The December number publishes 
for outdoor uniform for Finnish nurses. Even if 
could not be made compulsory, the writer thinks t} 
would be advisable, both from a useful and eco! 
point of view, to introduce it, and suggests a long 
of grey, blue, or black, though she admits that the 
ous winter climate renders furs and_ such-like 
almost indispensable. In another number are 
articles on the London Hospital and Salop Infirmar} 


THE attitude towards public health is certainly 
getic in New Zealand. The State has establish: 
each of the large centres hospitals where respectable 
women of the working class can go to be confined. 
hospitals are well appointed and staffed by 
specially trained in midwifery. The net result is that 
not only are the mothers protected, but the children are 
well cared for and get a good start in life. In rly 
all cases the mothers had been persuaded to suckle their 
children. Large increases o) been made in the num 
ber of dairy inspectors, and a New Zealand municipality 
has the power to say ‘‘No one shall sell milk in our 
borough unless it has passed through our conduit and has 
been certified as pure and wholesome by our Health 
Department."’ 
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BACTERIA 
R. THEODORE SHENNAN gave a most interesting 

Vinten on ‘‘ Bacteria’’ to trained nurses in the Extra- 
Mural Theatre of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary recently. 
Bacteria, he explained, are minute vegetable organisms 
existing everywhere. They are to be found on our bodies, 

kin of the sweat glands. We have organisms on the 
ce of the skin, but the character of the covering 
the skin prevents their entrance. We are protected 
: contracting disease from them, as frequently as we 
rwise might do, by the presence of what might be 

i collections of guard-houses. For instance, the 
| in the throat acts in this capacity. The cells lyin 
in and outside the tonsil prevent the entrance o 
bacteria. All down the alimentary tract there is pro- 
vision for their resistance. They cannot develop in 
stomach because of the acids present. But sometimes 
these acids come across organisms they cannot kill— 
tubercle bacilli, for instance. There are certain times 
in which these bacteria may become harmful and produce 
diseases such as peritonitis, appendicitis, &c. This 
happens when the power of resistance is lowered. If 

do get in, there are means of resisting them pro- 

d in our blood. In the first instance, the white blood 

iscles—little animals that follow these organisms, 
take them up, and in some cases digest them. Indeed, 
they are able to take them to other parts of the body, 
where they are destroyed. In the second place, there 
are the fluids of the body, which do yeoman service in 
killing microbes. If you take some of the serum of the 
blood, heat it to a certain temperature, and place some 
bacteria in it, the serum destroys the bacteria. These are 
two means of destroying bacteria. 

It must be remembered that these organisms are so 
extremely minute that it would require a great mass 
of them to stop the mechanical motion of any separate 
part of the body from the poison they secrete. We have 
the fluids of the body developing and forming an 
antidote to this poison. 

Dr. Shennan then considered the relation of organisms 
to the body in general. There are two great classes of 
first, a class the members of which produce 
disease; second, a class the members of which produce 
putrefaction. Their scientific or medical names are, 
first, pathogenic, and second, saprophytic. 

It is a peculiar fact that certain of these organisms 
produce seeds, or spores, which are much more highly 
resistant than the organisms themselves. This is similar 

ertain of the plant kingdom—the mustard seed, for 
ple. The difference of the material upon which the 
genic and saprophytic organisms feed is worthy of 
leration. 
light is one of the greatest enemies to these bacilli. 
11 experiments have been made by a professor in 
ngton that show remarkable results. It was found 
in exposure of from two to three minutes was 
ent to kill the bacilli of tuberculosis. It was 
roved that diffused light also killed these bacilli, 
period of time was much longer. In some cases 
a day, in others a week, to kill them. 
can be proved by enclosing some bacilli in a 
vessel, exhausting all the air and exposing it to 
ht. It will be found that the bacilli are either not 
or killed very slowly. This proves that what is 
tely needed to kill them is fresh air. This is because 
peculiar oxidising effect possessed by fresh air. 
are several ways of removing organisms from 
r so that it is rendered perfectly pure and free. 
ind, better still, snow tend to wash away the 
n the air. In certain operating theatres the air 
yed with pure water, or an antiseptic preparation, 
xing the organisms to the walls and purifying the 
eam acts in a similar manner. 
Shennan then showed on the 
ng plates showing the 
A plate of Brand’s Meat Essence was 
for different periods in different places with 
g results. Some showed the presence of a large 
n of dangerous organisms, but the point empha- 
the diagrams exhibited was that even where 
nisms shown were not dangerous in themselves, 


ne 
n 


organism 


some most 
presence of 


screen 
universal 





they indicated the presence of the organisms. A part 
of a nurse’s uniform showed an endless number of 
bacteria; but perhaps the most startling was the sleeve, 
which was literally covered. The difference caused by 
washing the finger or hand in sterilised water was striking. 
The dirty finger showed important organisms. After 
being washed in sterilised water, there were none to be 
seen. The plate which showed the number of horrid- 
looking organisms present on a lady’s fingers after she 
had dressed her hair seemed to condemn as dangerous 
the doing of the hair at all! One lovely illustration, 
quite Japanese in effect, turned out to be the bristles 
of an ordinary nail-brush, microscopically treated. One 
bristle alone was literally covered with thousands of 
organisms. After being sterilised, this same brush showed 
none at all. 

This caused the lecturer to discuss sterilisation. 
sation by steam is very efficacious. One may 
practically anything by the steam from an 
potato steamer. But this is too slow a process. 

Dr. Shennan explained the difference between latent 
heat, saturated steam, and superheated steam. When 
water is brought to the boiling point, steam is produced. 
But the rest of the heat is not lost; it becomes latent. 
Saturated steam is steam which contains its full quota 
of water. Superheated steam is present in a cavity closed 
to ordinary pressure, heated to very high temperature, 
but which has not got sufficient water. When steaming 
any fabric in order to disinfect it, it must not be packed 
too tightly, as this would prevent the steam penetrating. 

The great point for the nurse to remember when using 
a steriliser is to get rid of all air before closing the 
steriliser. 


Sterili- 
sterilise 
ordinary 





AN APPEAL FOR CHINA 


N exceedingly interesting meeting for the promotion 
f’\of medical training and other educational work in 
China on Christian lines was held at the Mansion 
House last week, the Lord Mayor presiding. In his 
introductory remarks, the Lord Mayor spoke of the spirit 
of restless inquiry that might be well termed the 
awakening of China at the present time, and the lack 
there is of medical and surgical science in that country. 
There is to be no attempt made to establish a new 
missionary organisation, but to supplement and help the 
existing philanthropic and religious societies in China, 
and, above all, to meet that great and legitimate aspira- 
tion of “‘ China for the Chinese.’’ Much interesting 
information on China and the Chinese given by 
the Rev. Dr. J. Campbell Gibson, of Swatow, who said 
that the underlying ideals of the Chinese fundamental 
conceptions had always been God and Character, and 
that the most disastrous thing that could happen to this 
country would be its adoption of Western science without 
the Christian religion, as such development would tend 
inevitably towards materialism. The ideal to make for 
was the reinforcement of Chinese fundamentals, not the 
overthrow of them. The amount for which the China 
Emergency Committee is appealing is £100,000. 


was 





BOLINGBROKE HOSPITAL 

\ ISTAKEN reports have been circulated with regard 
LV] to the Weir Bequest having been allotted to th 
Bolingbroke Hospital at Wandsworth Common. As a 
matter of fact no such definite conclusion has yet been 
reached. It is quite true that some time ago the Charity 
Commissioners decided that part of the bequest should be 
devoted to this hospital, but this decision has been con 
tested by some of the ratepayers of the borough of Wands 
worth, and the matter is still under litigation. Nor was 
the amount seven hundred thousand pounds, as said, but 
one hundred thousand. Of this amount the Charity Com- 
missioners’ scheme devoted £50,000 to be used for the 
Bolingbroke Hospital Building Fund, and £5,000 has 
been already so used. The remainder of the hundred 
thousand includes the establishment and maintenance of 
a nurses’ home, dispensary, ambulance station, and am- 
bulance. 
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SCOTTISH REGISTRATION 
MOVEMENT’ 


“T° HE movement for a separate registration bill for 
I scotiand iS, act ding to Dr. Mackintosh’s speec h 
at a Glasgo ting last week, been misunderstood. He 
thought th vas no reason whatever why a bill for 
the registration of nurses should not be introduced which 
would be satisfactory to England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
representative branch councils from each 
eparate register for each country to be 


arranging 
country, 
embodied in one common register, these branch councils 
to supervise examinations in their own country. If it 
were considered desirable, representatives from _ these 
branch councils could meet once or twice a year in London 
and form a central council, but what they must strive 
for in the meantime was that no English bill be allowed 
to pass with Scotland omitted unless it contained a 
clause the effect that nurses registered in 
Scotland would be held registered in England, and 
provision for having on its council such representation 
as was indicated in the Scotch draft bill. Their friends 
across the Border need never fear that the standard of 
Scottish nursing would ever fall below a standard which 
would be considered sutlicient for, England. 

The chairman described the registration movement as 
being rather in the interests of the public than in that 
of the nurses. It was important that there should be a 
branch council, and that that branch council should have 
some power of annually purging the register, as it was 
most important that they should have nurses of good 
character. He thought that nurses who were registered 
in Scotland should be considered as also registered all 
over the vee st and in the Colonies. 

It was decided to form an association to be known as 
‘The Association for the Promotion of the Registration 
of Nurses in Scotland,’’ with the following committee : 
Dr. W. Allan Jamieson, Dr. Affleck, Dr. Playfair, Colonel 
Warburton, Professor Glaister, Dr. Mackintosh, Dr. Max- 
tone Thom, Dr. Ker, Dr. Core, Dr. Richard, Dr. New- 
man, Dr. Johnston, Dr. Brownlee, Dr. Neil Car- 
michael, Miss Gill, Miss Melrose, Miss Gregory Smith, 
Miss Cowper, Miss MacFarlane, Miss Merchant, Miss 
Shepherd, Miss Moseley, Miss Wright, Miss King, Miss 
Graham, and Miss Renwick, with representatives from 
the provincial hospitals and from the boards of manage- 
ment of Scottish hospitals. 

The managers of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 
have intimated to the Lord President of the Privy Council 
that, having now more fully considered the proposed Bill 
for the United Kingdom, they are of opinion that it should 
be dissented from, unless very materially modified and 
amended, and that they approve of the movement for the 
promotion of a Bill applicable to Scotland only. At the 
same time the managers have re-affirmed their former 
resolution as to the desirability of the State Registration 
of Nurses 

The Edinburgh Parish Council are also officially joining 
the Scotch Registration Committee. 





NURSE LECTURERS IN SOMERSET 
N response t« 


lecturers to 
has now arran, with Miss Fry (C.M.B. hospital and 
dist ict experience) and with Miss Oates (C.M.B. and 
ully ‘trained nurse) that they will give ‘‘Homely Talks 
to Mothe id speak to gatherings of women and girls 
on health subje vhen t l engagements permit. Miss 
Fry will ‘ ce cture the eastern side of the 
is engaged with duties 

Society of Street, is 

1e speakers W ill take with 

models of baby ee sanitary 
A nominal charge of 2s. 6d. will 


trave eli ng expenses 


oft-repeated requests to the N.S.U. for 


county 


ture, and 
lecturer 
for a lecturer may be obtained 
Organise Nurses’ Social Union, 


nton 


» simple addresses, the central organiser 


PADDINGTON AND MARYLEBON!} 
DISTRICT NURSING ASSOCIATION 


‘HE annual meeting of the above association was | 
y e- Monday last at 60 Porchester Terrace. 
Meredith Young, Medical Officer of Health for Mar: 
bone, in moving’ the adoption of the report, refe: 
to the excellent work that could be done by dist 
nurses as health missionaries, and urged nurses stro: 
not to advocate the uses of disinfectants among the } 
as only too often disinfectants were only made a 
to cover indifferent cleanliness, and did far more h 
than good. Elbow-grease, soap and water, fresh air, 
shine, and common sense were ordinarily sufficient. 

Mr. Warrington Haward, consulting surgeon at St 
George’s Hospital, and chairman of the Invalid Child: 
Aid Association, in speaking of the value of district nurs 
in connection with children suffering from various f: 
of more or less chronic bone disease, said he sh 
welcome the increased co-operation that, through 
recent kind efforts of Miss Hughes, of the Q.V.J.I.\ 
seemed likely to ensue between the two associati 
Dr. Hibberd, Medical Officer of Health for Padding 
spoke of the affection forty years’ experience of | 
people had engendered in ‘himself, and his convi 
that they had earned the very best love and skill 
could be procured for them by their brave, loyal, 
unselfish neighbourliness, being always ready to give 
another a helping hand. In summing up the vai 
appeals that had been made, Mr. Bonham Carter s} 
briefly of the work done during the past year by \ 
Marsters, the superintendent of the home, and hei 
nurses; 1,219 patients were attended, of whom 982 
new cases, and upwards of 24,000 separate visits 
been paid by the nurses. Mr. Bonham Carter sai 
was a shame that such a charity, which was admit 
fulfilling so great a want, had to beg so hard for 
bare means of subsistence in addition to its other ca 





WORK. AT THE LEEDS 
INFIRMARY 


T the annual meeting of the Leeds Infirmary, 
f£\on March 18th, reference was made to the re 
retirement of Miss Lownsborough from the position 
housekeeper at the infirmary, a position she has held for 
thirty- a years. In recognition of her services during 
this long period, Miss Lownsborough has been grat 
a pension of £50 a year for life, this pension being 1 
from the Jowitt Pension Fund 

The post of housekeeper, left vacant, is now 
by two officers—a housekeeper and a laundry superin 
tendent—the duties having grown so greatly as to 1 
this division of the work desirable. During the year 
1908, 7,137 in-patients have been treated at the infirmary, 
the daily number of beds occupied being 365, and 
average duration of treatment eighteen days ; 3,92 
patient operations were performed. Of out- a © 4 
were treated, the average weekly — being 3,89 

Of the 6,802 new admissions, 1,240 were medic 
4,456 surgical, and 1,126 were ophthalmic and aural. ‘1 
rate of mortality was 7°44, but, deducting the numb 
patients admitted (163) who died within 48 how 
admission, the percentage is reduced to 5°21. Of the 
accidents admitted, 71 were burns and scalds, 46 
children, and 25 adults. In the out-door maternit; 
partment there were 501 confinements, 2,474 visits 
paid to the patients’ homes, and not one mother died 

In the light department, 115 new patients have 
treated during the year, chiefly for lupus and 1 
ulcer. There have been 14,016 applications, as 
24,013 of the previous year; 1,763 radiographs were 
and by the use of smaller plates the cost of wv 
these departments this year has been reduced to £ 
against the £384 of the previous year. 


THE YEAR’S 





Nurses Edith Smith, Florence Beal, Daisy Mant 
Florence A. Johnson, probationer nurses at the Po 
Hospital, Sunderland, have just passed their fin 
aminations, and Miss A. 8S. Pruett, superintendent 
was complimented by Dr. Hubbersty on the results 
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A WONDERFUL 


D many struggles, and bad words hurled 
reads of the two unoffending porters, a drunken 
t case was landed safely between the sheets. 
before he was aware of it, he was surrounded by 
rolled up in a blanket, and two bowls of hot 
vere standing by his side, and a voice, the gentlest 
heard, was saying, ‘‘And now we are going 
i you.”’ This was a most astonishing piece of news. 
ly, if ever, took the trouble to wash himself, and 
vo women should suddenly pounce upon him, and 
t so much as ‘‘With your leave,’’ or “‘By your 
inform him that he was “going to be washed”’ 
lea was distinctly comical. 
ght, my dear,’’ he answered back, jauntily. “It 
very nice, I’m — to be done by two fine young 
Can’t say as I’d take the trouble though, were 


TRANSFORMATION 


at the 


ever 


I you.” 

The senior nurse, evidently being quite used to this 
style of address, took no notice, merely giving the man 
‘quick look, and went on silently with her work. 

less than twenty minutes he was ayy J trans- 

1. Already he felt a different man. He lay back 

grunt of satisfaction, and regarded his person with 
pria 

The house surgeon shook his head gravely as he looked 

man, but still more so on examining the arm. 
is a horrible wound,”’ he exclaimed, in an under- 
‘I wonder if the chap will be able to bear it. I 

n't like the look of him well enough to give chloroform.’ 

Now, he was no coward, this “hardened sinner. He 
had been in many a street fight, had had many a ‘black 
eye, a heavy blow, but he had never been known to flinch. 
But not until now had he come into actual contact with 
downright physical pain. The thought of it appalled him, 
t ned to grip him with some unknown fear. Had 

women no pity at all? Were they so intent upon 

on the doctor, handing him each cruel instrument 

needed them that they had no time to think of his 

g? Ah, no, someone felt for him, someone thought. 

hand was laid on his own, and a voice said, gently, 

Take hold of the back of the bed; you will find it 
easier to bear.”’ 

With a grateful smile he raised his ‘‘good”’ arm, and 
elute = at the bar. It seemed to put new life into 
him; he felt as though he had been given a fresh lease; 
the \ ny coldness of the iron seemed to cool his brain, 
the hard grip to lessen the intensity of the pain. He felt 
his courage returning. 

At last it was over! He leaned heavily back, white 
and exhausted, but nevertheless a brave man; and nurse~ 
‘his nurse,”” for already he claimed her as such—looked 
down on him with unconcealed admiration. She thought 
to herself as she helped to ‘“‘clear u that in spite of 

dirt, the bad words, the drink, the fellow was 
made of the right sort of stuff—that he had got some- 
thing beneath that rough husk that was worth the seek- 
ing and the bringing out during his sojourn in the dos- 
pital 

Anyone who has seen the ins and outs of a hospital 
knows well enough that the night nurse always has the 
worst of it, that a ‘‘D.T.”’ among twenty-four or so more 

helpless patients is a never-to-be-forgotten episode 
irse’s record. 
night No. 13 was beyond all control. The whole 
as in a perfect uproar by the never-ceasing yells 
then worse than madman. It was a sight almost 
ible to describe. Truly this man’s life was laid 
[he oaths seemed to pierce the walls, and stagnate 
atmosphere with their awfulness, bringing a flush 
to nurse’s face as she watched over and pro- 
limb the whole night through, which, but for 
ld have been torn to pieces in the frantic efforts 
p off the dressings, and as she kept her watch 
led with a curious mixture of utter loathing and 
surely Heaven pardons such thoughts in a 
mes like these ?)—mingled with the deepest com- 
ind way for that prostrate form of what 
1 man, brought to this state by the greatest 
ever visited God’s green earth. 
vs had passed, yet there seemed to be no im- 


” 





provement. The state of things was becoming desperate. 
Each morning the work seemed to grow heavier, and the 
night nurse later off duty. Each day she felt more weary, 
less able to battle with the sadness of life She felt like 
a piece of elastic stretched out to the full, and finall, 
one morning the elastic snapped. Unable any longer to 
keep back the tears of over-strain, they rolled one by 
one down her cheeks on to her white starched strings. — 

In an instant one of the men rose from his chair, and 
in a tone almost of authority (he was an old patient), 
said ‘“‘Look here, nurse, you'll never get done to-day; 
sit here a bit. I'll look after the arm while you 
get on with your work.’’ Everyone became suddenly very 
busy just then, so that nurse shouldn’t guess that they 
had all seen her cry, or heard the big, choking sob as 
she flew, rather than walked, from the ward. ‘Truly, these 
men were gentlemen! . 


let me 


* 4 * * * * * 


A week later ‘‘No. 13” awoke from a deep, long sleep 
to find himself a man once more. It was strange he 
couldn’t remember. Surely that wasn’t—yes, it was—a 
strap round him? And that funny striped ja ‘ket with no 
holes for his hands, what, in the name of wonder——? 
Was it what they called a strait-jacket 

A deep red spread over his face as the truth gradually 
dawned upon him. The hardened sinner had the grace to 
feel ashamed. And nurse, how did she view it all? He 
had been sent to her and placed in her special care, it 
had been her painful duty to nurse and tend him through 
the past few terrible days, while he most needed her as a 
nurse. Now that he equally needed her as a friend it 
should be her privilege and pleasure to give that friend- 
ship; to help to bring forth and ripen each seed of 
goodness that she felt so sure was lying dormant in his 
soul, however deeply hidden; to draw out and cultivate 
each redeeming point, and make him what he originally 
was intended to be—a man : 

Slowly but surely did she do it. The very sight of her 
unselfishness, her gentleness, her never-tiring patience, her 
little deeds of kindness, that the others “only took for 
granted as just part of herself, all unconsciously influenced 
him as he Jay watching her by the hour with his eyes 
half closed, to all intents and purposes asleep, but in 
reality keen and alert. 


* * * * * * * 


Who was that racing up and down the ward with long 
legs, a white face, and an arm in a sling—here, there, and 
everywhere? Who was nurse calling for to help her to 
put ‘“‘lame Bobby”’ into the wheel-chair, that had a nasty 
way of wheeling off when it was most wanted to stand 
still? Who answered, ‘‘Am I there, nurse? I am always 
there when you want me. No, boys, out of the way, if you 
please. Nurse engaged me for this job ; just you lie down, 
you are supposed to be dead in this act! Come now, 
Bobby, I’m your man.”’ Always ready and willing two 
help, always a cheerful word, a smile, an innocent joke, 
the life and light of the whole ward, kind and gentle as 
a woman to the helpless and those in pain. Careful ever 
to keep a special eye over blind ‘‘Daddy 15,”’ because he 
was in the far corner and might get forgotten if nurse 
wasn’t there. Always the first up, the last to ‘‘turn in.” 
Who stripped all the beds, turned the mattresses (th: 

hardest part of the night nurse’s work), gave round the 
washing bowls, did the dusting, and put out all the 
flowers’? Is there any need to ask—still less any need 
to my & ’ More work was done by the one ‘‘good’’ arm 
than by any two in the ward. 

Seven weeks had slipped by. The arm had been healed 
for some days now. No longer could any excuse be made to 
the house surgeon to keep him in. Nurse knew only too 
well how much she would miss her man, but it was a 
grand moment in her life when she felt a rough hand 
grasp her own in a hearty grip, and saw a pair of eyes, 
no longer blurred with drink, but keen, straig htforward 
eyes dim with tears of reverence and thanks, as with 
broken voice he gave expression to the words, ‘‘Good-bye; 
God bless you for all you have done. I can’t say much 
my heart’s too full; but you’/? understand. You an’ this 
‘ere place have made a man o’ me.” 

Nurse’s work was completed M 
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INFIRMARY NURSES AND COOKING 

LTHOUGH 
A eran Miss 
, teacher to 


have 


were unable to 
private cook 
we learn that 
the know- 
A ee 
ex- 


the Guardians at Fulham 
Ballantyne’s request for a 
attend at the infirmary, 
every facility for acquiring 
of them present attend 
formed for at the Guardians’ 


at 
them 


ially 





NEWS ITEMS 


SUPERINTENDENT NwturSE Rose, 
Eastbourne Workhouse Infirmary, 
superannuation allowance of £30 per 


retiring from 
granted a 


who is 
has been 


annum. 


FULLY-TRAINED nurses, whether intending to go abroad or 
not, are eligible to attend the lectures on tropical subjects 
to be delivered at the London School Tropic al Medi- 
cine, Royal Albert Dock, next October. 


ot 


at its last 
Q.V.J.1 president, and Mis 
Donald vice-president for the coming year Mrs. Kil 
l'reacy, Miss Huxley, and Miss Shuter were re-elected 
as a finance committee. 


Tue Irish Nurses’ \ssociation, 


ted Miss Li 


meeting, 


elec imont 


Mc 
dare 
to act 


Miss 


Browne 


Hatpane, Miss Amy Hughes, and Miss 
vill speak on the Territorial Nursing Service a 
to be held at Chelsea Infirmary, on April 2nd, 
p.m. Application for admission must be made 
Barton, at the Infirmary, and all nurses will be 


Sidney 


t meeting 
it eight 
» Miss 
velcome 


examination of nurses at 
follows :—Virst Class.- 

(yriftiths, Nurse Louise Plummer, Nurse 
Nurse Katie Foucar, Nurse Annie Rosonan. 
nd Class.—Nurse Dorothy Isaccson, Nurse Fanny 
Bellerby, Nurse Winifred Murphy, Nurse Katherine Sharp, 
Nurse Mabel Ward, Nurse Florence Watton, Nurse 
Beatrice J Nurse Julie Arnold. 


of the recent 
Hospital are 


THe results 
Charing C 
Nurse Gladys 
Marion Green, 


Ne 


ross as 


1 
icKson, 


Clarence wing of 
for lack of funds, 
idmission of patients likely 
gical treatment. Sin 

k containing ac 

to him that 


Tue 


unused 


St. Mary’s Hospital, hitherto 
shortly to be opened for 
be benefited by the new 
Almroth Wright will con- 
ommodation for thirty-one 


the inception of this new 


is 
to 


it 1s 
due. 
of the nurses attached to the West Bromwich 
the able superintendence of Miss Barlow, 
ommended at the recent annual meeting. 
working of the school nursing branch has 
factory, and good results already show in 


omes 


satis 


Infants’ Hospital shows that 
f whom 253 were discharged as 
overie There balance of £97. The 
the production and handling of the milk 
t. During the year, Miss Worthington 
ratron it was decided to take paying 
nths’ tuition. 


is a 


and 
three m« 
the D.N.A., the 
this meeting 
it, approves 
the com 
necessary 
Institute, 


Leicester 
adopted ‘That 
has been laid before 
ranisation recommended 
th to take the steps 
Victoria’s Jubilee 
funds be raised.’”’ 


ing of 


by 

em 
(Jue en 

suthi 


ient in 


Ture Oregat \ 
y appl nts oO a marriage 
physi tificate of 
he Coast 
health, 
ially 


Senate has passed Bill requir- 
licence to be provided with 
good health. The Nurses’ 
ipproves of this as tending 
ind prevent the of 
f iorrheeal and 


ional 
ind 


onsequences 


to improve ravages 


tuber fection 


espe 


Ir has been decided to extend the teaching at 
School of Massage attached to the National Hospital for 
the Paralysed and Epileptic to male pupils. The quali 
fication for membership of the National Hospital » 
Nurses’ Association will still be confined to those 
have obtained the hospital certificate, and the public 
therefore, through the association, obtain nurses 
are also masseurs. 


ile 


n¢ 


visitor at Plymouth, 
was largely instrum 


Tue prompt action of a lady 
proved to be a trained nurse, 
in saving the life of a man named Lodge, whom 
found gagged and bound and almost dead in a 
adjoining her house. After removing the various 
dages, she employed every means to promote artii 
respiration, until her 


work was taken up by the doct: 


Tue annual meeting in connection with the Convales 
Home, Stillorgan, was held on the 19th inst. The 
mittee had pleasure in bearing testimony to the ma 
in which the matron, Miss Nora Cunningham, who 
appointed to the position in 1907, in succession to 
Agnew, has discharged her duties during the year under 
review. Thirty-two thousand poor convalescents 
been enabled to avail themselves of the Home’s advant 
since it was founded in 1862, and last year’s admissions 
were to the number of 1,262, showing an increase of 87 
over those of the previous year. 


have 


res 


Miss 
leaving 


Ecixor Steer and Miss Annie Breed are shortly 
England to take up work under Lady Minto 
Nursing Association, and sail for India in the P. 
Morea, on March 26th. Miss Steer was trained 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, and has done pri 
nursing under Sister Henrietta in Kimberley. Miss Breed 
was trained at Leeds Infirmary, and was afterwards sister 
at Bethnal Green Infirmary, and theatre sister and night 
superintendent at the Leeds City Hospital, and took 
C.M.B. at the Rotunda. 


8.8. 


nurse unde. 
a new s 


With the ai 


Nurse Truespate, formerly Queen’s 
Dalkeith D.N.A., is now interested in 
which will doubtless fill a long-felt want. 
trained assistance, non-infectious nursing will 
be treated at Carlogie Eskbank, a large house’ pleas 
situated, and Nurse Truesdale, in addition to the su; 
of that work, will also visit patients at thei: 


cases 


vision 
homes 

Miss GLover, 
Birkdale D.N.S., 


the hon. treasurer of the Southport 

at the recent annual meeting referred 
to the necessity of a home in which the six nurses vuld 
rest and have their food prepared for them. ‘District 
nursing,” she said, “was so solitary. It had not the 
stimulus and aes e of hospital nursing. They went from 
sad < to sad case with no change or rest, and when 
they back to their own homes they probably h 
light own fires and prepare their own meals.” 


case 
got 
their 


Martnxy through the efforts of the Bishop of Cloyn 
community of the Bon Secour Order will establ 
branch house in Queenstown, from which the nuns 
experienced and trained nurses will be at th 
posal of the sick poor of all denominations. They 
in no way obtrude their religious convictions on 
patients, and will act in obedience and entire subn 
to the doctors orders. 


are 


of giving special diet to out-patic 
now in action at the Westminste1 
somewhat curious difficulty seems to 
cropped up, and that is that, so far, only one patier 
availed herself of the munificent offer. Presumab! 
out-patients have not yet grasped the benefit thi 
scheme must be to them, and also the difficulty of « 
regularly from a distance for meals is likely to mak: 
felt. The question of fares might be prohibitive, alt 
even then surely a well-cooked dinner of good who 
food is worth time and trouble being spent 
getting it 


scheme 
is 


THE 
certain cases 
pital, but a 
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THE BEST FOR THE LEAST MONEY. 


The ‘‘ Nurse”’ 
Clinical 


Thermometer. 


The Thermometer that 

ean be relied upon 

to give entire 
satisfaction. 








2 Minute, The “Nurse” Clinical 
Thermometer is manu- 
factured in England. 
The tubes are of the finest 
Jena Glass, fully matured 
before graduation. There is 
no Clinical Thermometer more 
reliable than a “‘ Nurse.” 


LEWIS & BURROWS, Ltd., 
Dispensing Chemists, LONDON. 
Heap Orrices: 
146, HOLBORN BARS, E.C. 
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22/24, Great Portland St. 64, Baker Street 
233, Brompton Road, aw W. 186, Earl’ g Court Ray S.w. 
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A few drops, sprinkled 
into the water of the 
washing basin will act 
as a perfect skin tonic. 


Refuse substitutes and see 
that you get the 


with the Blue & Gold Label. 


Sold by all dealers in 
High Class Perfumes 
throughout the world 
in bottles from 1/— 
up to 25/— each. 

















Protected by His Majesty's Royal Letters Patent. 


SOMETHING NEW!! 


HANNEMAN’S 
MEDICATED. 
BISCUITS. 


ONE EATEN AFTER MEALS 
ACTS AS AN ANTACID FOR 


| INDIGESTION, HEARTBURN, ETC. 


THREE OR FOUR AT NIGHT 
OR UPON RISING, ACT ASA 


VERY MILD APERIENT. 


an be had through your Chemist, or Boot’s, Cash Chemists, 

Harrods’ Stores, Army and Navy Stores, W. Whiteley’'s 
cery Dept.), Junior Army & Navy Stores, Elias (Harrow), 
irkes’s Drug Stores, Bruce’s Stores, Lewis & Burrows. 


Price 9d., 2/-, 4/6, per Box. 
FREE SAMPLES TO NURSES 


On Application to 


HANNEMAN & SON, 
|, PARK PARADE, HARLESDEN, LONDON, N.W. 








WHITELEYS 
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& BEST HOUSE IN 
: LONDON 


for Everything 


for 
NURSES’ WEAR, 
SURGICAL 
APPLIANCES, 
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SICK ROOM 
REQUISITES. 
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The CHELTENHAM CLOAK, 


WESTBOURNE GROVE, LONDON, W. 
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For constipation 
and a similar quantity, 


For appendicitis 


before retiring. 
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Cut out this paragraph and send it to us, with your professional 
card, and we will forward you, free, a bottle of Arabella Water, 
with Analyst's Report and full directions for use. N.T. 
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salts and sulphates so essential in the treatment 
m the bowels and is particularly helpful in appendicitis. 
of constipation, biliousness, indigestion, liver 
Water is most beneficial to children who are 
onstipation and similar complaints 
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The New Dietetic Preparation. 


OVALTINE is a dietetic 





preparation—in 
granular powder form—of high therapeutic 


value, made of Malt Extract, Fresh 











THE REAL SANITARY 
WATER-PAINT. 


cheap, practical, and invaluable for Hospitals, Nursing 


Quick, 
Sanatoria, and all Public and Private Buildings. 


Hall’s Distemper 


cheaper than wall-paper or paint. 


Eggs, Milk, and Converted Cocoa, and 
containing Active Lecithin. 

Extremely Nourishing and highly Restorative. 
VERY PALATABLE and acceptable to 
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The best substitute for Tea, Coffee, 
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(Lecithin). 

: powerful digestive Agent 
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I'ue Prince and Princess qf Wales paid a surprise visit 
the Middlesex Hospital on Monday afternoon. They 
accompanied by Prince Francis of Teck, and were 
lucted over the institution by the matron and other 
als. The visitors were first taken through the wards, 
el, nurses’ refectory, and kitchens, special interest 
g displayed in the Princess May ward (children) and 
the new maternity wards. They also went through the 
er wing, making a thorough inspection of the wards, 
before leaving, they inspected the cancer research 
ratories. 


Ve regret to learn that the useful experiment inau- 
ted by the Irish Women’s National Health Association 
ending a touring tuberculosis caravan into the outlying 
ricts will have to be curtailed for a period, as the 
re,’ as it is known, has been entirely destroyed by 
together with its contents, at Lifford. The lectures 
en in connection with the scheme will, however, be 
tinued, and it is hoped shortly to replace the van 
rder that the tour of the western districts, originally 
nned, may be carried out. Since it started in 
ember, some 70,000 people have visited it, all of 
m evinced real interest in the lectures and demonstra- 


the 136th annual meeting of the Leicester In- 
ry held last week, and presided over by Mr. 
Fielding Johnson in the absence of the Duke of Rut- 
d, it was reported that the new Nurses’ Home, which 
contained 100 separate bedrooms and such other accom- 
modation as was essential for the well-being of a de- 
voted body of workers, was well on the way to com- 
etion, and would be opened during the present summer. 
» building contract was £18,320, while the furnishing 
and architects’ fees would bring the total cost to £21,500. 
Of this sum, £11,500 had been paid or promised, £4,510 
of which was the proceeds of the recent bazaar organised 
by Miss Rogers and the Infirmary Nurses’ League, assisted 
in a generous manner by numerous ladies and gentlemen 
of the town and country interested in the institution, 
and by representatives of the industries of the Borough 
f Leicester, so that a sum of £10,000 still remained to 
ised to open the building free from debt. 


Tue ninety-fifth annual court of governors was held 
at the City Hospital for Diseases of the Chest 
Hospital last week, with the Right Hon. the 
Lord Mayor in the chair. The condition of the 
hospital finances seems to be very bad, £1,000 owing 
to the bankers, and another £1,000 to tradesmen at 
the present moment. Attention was drawn to the fact 
that 717 in-patients had been treated during 1908, and 
25,596 out-patients; the ordinary annual expenditure being 
£6,500, £250 of which only could be reckoned on from 
investments. The hospital wards were looking very 
bright and charming with masges of spring flowers every- 
where, and the patients in bright red jackets making a 
pronounced bit of colour. It is anticipated that some 
of the beds for men will be given up to women during 
this summer, as there is a scarcity of women’s beds. 
Miss May, the matron, who was present at the meeting. 
received the promise of the Lord Mayor to come and 

t the wards one day soon. 





USEFUL PRESENTS 

doubt as to what to give for a present, 
after seeing Messrs. Edward J. Frank- 
House, Ely Place, E.C.) newest catalogue, 


\W HEN in 
donor, 
land 


\udrey 
ill be sent in response to a post-card, will find she 


do better than call and see their very varied 

Both useful and ornamental are their goods, which 

jewellery, bags—from the most serviceable Glad- 

natty little wrist bags—cameras, umbrellas, furs, 
and household linen, and last, but by no 
st, the “Audrey” bicycle (£8 8s.), complete 
the latest improvements, which is specially 
r nurses. Messrs. Frankland arrange a system 
y payments to suit the convenience of thei 
and a great feature of their business is the 
ven to orders received by post 





BLACKHEATH INSTITUTION FOR 
SUPPLYING TRAINED NURSES 
“HERE are various points of real interest connected 
] with the above institution, with its staff of fifty fully 
trained nurses, who not only nurse the immediate neigh 
bourhood, but go all over England and abroad. Miss 
Duncan, the lady principal, is a trained nurse her 
self, and is interested in all nurses from more than one 
point of view. For twenty-one years she has been dealing 
with private nurses, and as her staff has always been a 
large one, and in former years the connection between 
herself and her nurses was more intimate than it has now 
become, owing to circumstances, it may well be imagined 
that this lady’s views concerning nurses are well thought 
out and experienced. First of all the system upon which 
the Institute is managed is not only not co-operative, but 
Miss Duncan holds strong views against that method of 
management of nurses’ emoluments, in which she is sup 
ported by many good doctors. These nurses are employed 
on a yearly salary of £40 a year, with indoor and outdoor 
uniform. The are very comfortably housed in _ two 
houses, with a matron to look after them, and manage 
the house and see to their comforts and needs when 
in from cases. They have four weeks’ (or more) holiday 
during the year, and very careful attention is paid 
to their having extra rest and holiday when in 
go into hospital, receive their salaries six weeks of the 
time they are not working. Thus, it will be seen that, as 
far as it goes, these nurses have a happy and comfort- 
able home, and are quite free from anxiety and worry 

should they be out of work or ill. 

An unusual and very excellent point about the Black 
heath Institution is the fact that discretion is used m 
the matter of fees to patients, and whilst there is, of 
course, a standard charge, nurses are sometimes sent 
for one guinea weekly, or in some cases nothing av all. 
This, it must be owned, would be impossible were the 
nurses taking their own fees, and it is undoubtedly a 
great blessing to many patients. Miss Duncan having a 
perfectly free hand in the matter, with no committee to 
embarrass her, is the only person to suffer from such 
reduction of fees, and the books are eloquent witness to 
the fact that much help is given in this way. Here, then 
are two very important, and a little unusual points, con 
nected with the Blackheath Institution. All the nurses 
are very fully tinined, and more or less picked women. 
In many respects this home is ideal; it seems to afford 
protection for the public against the half-trained nurse; 
it meets the need of good nursing at reduced fees, and it 
provides a comfortable home for the nurses when in from 
their cases. 





LANGUAGES FOR NURSES 


LARGE and 

A by the celebrated French lyric 
rewarded the enterprise of the Berlitz Schools, Ltd., in 
arranging the series, of which this was the first, of 
lectures by eminent Frenchmen. M. Richepin recited a 
few of his typical chansons populaires, and described 
some of the inspirations of a poet’s life. 

The Berlitz Schools are well known for their popular 
and successful method of teaching foreign languages by 
conversation, and nurses who think of working abroad 
could not do better than rub up their knowledge by a 
course here, while those who are entirely ignorant will 
be surprised at the facility with which they can acquire 
enough to carry them through. The head office is at 
521 Oxford Street, W. 


interested audience at a lecture-recital 
poet, Jean Richepin, 





Repropuciions of Cecil Aldin’s famous pictures have 
now been brought within easy reach of users of Oxo, 
since the proprietors of Oxo and Lemco have secured the 
extant stocks for distribution in exchange for coupons 
An illustrated list of the twenty-four subjects will be 
sent post free to all who write to the Oxo Co., Picture 
Department, 4 Lloyd’s Avenue, E.C. The old-world 
coaching scenes and the more modern motor scenes forn 
items in the list, all of which are full of life and colour 
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Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 


j and Appointments: England and Wales. 
Miss Ada L. Borlase to Kenilworth (Maternity Branch 
Miss Frances E. Bridges to Belper; Miss Evelina E. M. 


Dennis to Si 


fransfer 


funbridge Wells; Miss Maria Glynn to Falmouth; Miss 

Horrocks to Woodlands; Miss Ada Morris to 

from Norwich; Miss Lydia B. Nesbitt to Here- 

N. Assn. as Assistant Superintendent, from 

y Georgina B. Peppler to Tunbridge Wells; 

Miss Catherine Peter to Cardiff (Maternity Department 

as Superintendent; Miss Adelaide Pringle to Wilmslow 

from Salford; Miss Maud H. Weale to Gloucester from 

Miss Wilhelmina Irwin appointed assistant 

ndent Staffordshire C Association, from 

|; Miss Mary Wall, to Tipton and Ocker Hill, 
Wykeham. 


APPOINTMENTS 
Miss E 
lrained at Fur 





Bb. Assistant matron, Caterham Asylum. 
Vale Infirmary, Sheffield; Keighley 
Infirmary harge nurse); Rotherhithe Infirmary 
charge nut first assistant matron); C.M.B. ‘ 
AnperSON, Miss F. M. G., nursing sister, Queen Alex- 
andra’s Military Nursing Service, for India. 
HiittmMan, Miss Madeline. Sister of out-patient depart- 
ment, East London Hospital for Children, Shadwell, 
E 
[rained at 


Leicester 


Children’s 
Infirmary ; 


Hospital, Nottingham, and 
Leicester Infirmary (sister of 
hildren’s ward); Wigan Infirmary (temporary sister). 
McDonatp, Miss. Sister, Maternity Hospital, Govan. 
Glasgow Parish Hospital (charge nurse). 
Raine, Miss Annie. Sister of Girls’ Surgical Ward, East 
London Hospital for Children, Shadwell, E. 
Trained at Liverpool Children’s Hospital and King’s 
Hospital. 


Miss Sister, 


College 
SPRENGER, 
toad. 
Glasgow Parish Hospital 
Bowpen, Miss Louisa K. 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 
[rained at the Hull Children’s Hospital; District In- 
firmary, Ashton (nurse); private and district nursing. 
Fariey, Mis Charge nurse, Paisley Parochial Hospital. 
l'rained at Glasgow Parish Hospital, Springburn 
Heaes, Miss Mary Louisa. Charge nurse, Workheuse 
Infirmary, Loughborough. 
Leicester Borough Asylum 
Kersey, Miss J. P. Charge 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Trained at Bethnal 
Maternity Hospital 
Smiru, Mis Charge 
ry) ed tlasgow 


Maternity Hospital, Fulham 
(charge nurse). 


School nurse, Borough of 


nurse). 


nurse, Union Infirmary, 


Green Infirmary and Glasgow 
nurse, Paisley Parochial Hospital. 


Parish Hospital, Springburn. 


DEATHS 


und painful illness, Miss Edith Lucy 

ity sister at the Sheffield Union Hos 

passed away at midnight on Wednesday, 

ind unostentatious, she was known 

Her fellow-nurses greatly mourn 

it the help and inspiration of one 

duty, and who was a coun- 

younger members of the staff, has all too 
from them. 


wise 


to announce the 
it Caird Home, 
imonia. She was 
Paisley, for the 
Miss (¢ 


Infirmary, also at 


death of Nurse Mary 
Dundee, on March 20th, of 
trained at Alexandra In- 
Northern Workhouse Nursing 
oombes served at Huddersfield Work- 
. Ashby-de-la-Zouche, and had 
n under the Devon County Nursing Association before 
to Dundee. 


firmary 


lation. 


learn of the death of Nurse Lound, of 
t the age of thirty-four. Of late, Miss 


k-Room Helps Socyty, East London, from J 





Lound’s health had failed considerably, but, in spite 
medical advice to the contrary, she continued her pr 
fessional duties, which, however, proved too much 
her strength, and she had to be taken to Grantham H 
pital, and succumbed a few days later from the seve 
strain. 


PRESENTATIONS 
Miss Hansury, a nurse at Loughborough Workho 
has been presented with a handsome marble clock 
the occasion of her approaching marriage. 


Miss Gorpon, district nurse under the Working! 
D.N.A., has been presented with a silver-mounted hand 
bag containing a sum of money, on the occasion of 
resigning her nursing work in the district. 





THE LETTER BOX 
ON BEHALF OF A NURSE. 

I am writing to ask any nurse who is requiring needle- 
work done—aprons, bonnets, &c.—to send to Nurse Nor: 
Mason, who for some time was on the Bournemouth staf 
of private nurses (Miss Forrest’s). Through ill-health she 
has not been able to do any nursing for nearly three 
years, and her funds are low. She has no near relatives, 
Two or three nurse friends have helped her, but they 
have many other calls. Her address is 58 Gloucester 
Place, Portman Square, London, W. She would be 
pleased if any nurse would call and see her on Monday 
or Thursday between 2 and 4 p.m., as she is rather 
lonely. 

F A Norse FRIEN! 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 
CANCER OF THE UTERUS. 

Worriep.—(1) As to irregularity at the menop 
This is normal, but should take the form of decrease 
increase, in amount, and of lengthened, not shorté 
periods between the flow. (2) In the specific case men- 
tioned. The re-appearance at ten days occurring only o1 
and reverting to the normal again, need cause no al 
but if this recurs two or three times, no matter whet 
slight or great in amount, it would not be wise to cela} 
an examination by an expert. There is no other method 
of discovering whether there be disease or not. The 
great point to remember is that in early stages it can be 
completely eradicated. The point that the menstrual his- 
tory of the patient has been one of great regularity en- 
hances the need of care when irregularity occurs. 


MATeRNIty Nurses’ CONTRACT. 
Constant Reaper.—The forms of contract were pub- 
lished in our issue of May 16th, 1908. 


FEEDING OF CHILDREN. 

M. F.—Dr. Vincent’s lectures at the Infants’ H« 
are published under the title of ‘‘ Lectures on Babies 
Messrs. Bailliére, Tindall and Cox (8 Henrietta 
W.C.), price 2s. 6d. 

Lime WATER. 

For adults two or thre®@ tablespoonfuls of lime wat: 
generally added to a tumblerful of milk. Barley 
can be added to two or three times its amount of 1 





COMING EVENTS 


Marcu 27rH.—Annual meeting S. London D.N. 
ciation, St. John’s College, Vicarage Road, Batt 
3.50 p.m. 

Marcu 501ma.—Annuai Meeting Association for |] 
ing the Training and Supply of Midwives, Caxt 
(Room 18), at 5 p.m. The chair will be taken 
Charles E. Schwann, Bt., M.P. 

Aprit 141Tn-17rm.—Nursing and Midwifery Co 
and Exhibition, Grafton Galleries. Admission fre: 

Aprit 20TrH.—Opening of the Nurses’ Home, 
National Orthopedic Hospital, by Princess Alexander 0! 


Teck. 
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IF YOU WANT THE BEST VALUE IN 


CLOAKS, BONNETS, APRONS 


Or any kind of NURSE’S UNIFORM, write to 


HOLDRON, Balham, S.W. 


WE CAN SAVE YOU MONEY. 


The 
** LINDA” 
LONGCLOTH 
APRON. 


©. 


TWO LEADING LINES: 
The ana The “LINDA” 
“DORA” CLOAK, LONCCLOTH APRON. 


in Meltons, Made 
ind genuine shrunk | 
ths, 14/11 


Special Service Cloth 


19/11 


Mack 
Alpacas 
ette ¢ 


Serges, 
Craver 
PERFECT FiT 
und its 
MARVELLOUS VALUE. 
UR PROMINENT FEATURES fry one as a sampl the 

price is 

IN ALL OUR CLOAKS Only 1/115 

BEST MATERIALS, " 

BEST WORKMANSHIP 
LOWEST POSSIBLE 


PRICES, 
AND A PERFECT FIT. 
and Self-measur 


rms Fre« 


Bonnet (as sketch 
long Gossamer Veil, Cap and 


Patterns 
ment Fo 


with 


Money Promptly Returned 
if not satisfactory. 
Stocked in any size 
24in. te 28in., and in 36in 
Ssin., 40in., and 42in. skirts 
No pockets. 
Cambric Caps (as sketch) 


waist 


Strings, complete, & 11) 4id., 6/d., Sid. 


MOLDRON, Balham, London, $.W. 


rise. BATTERSEA ‘anna 1051. 
bj 





Any Article 
not approved 
willingly ex- 
changed or 
money 
promptly 
returned. 


Write for our 
Illustrated 
Catalogue, 
Post Free. 


Orders value 
310s. 
Carriage Paid. 











Best quality Nickel-plated 4 
DRESSING SCISSORS. 


“ST. JOHN” 
LINEN CUFF. 





With aseptic lock-joint, to take apart 


in. 2/3 .. Sin. 2/§ 5hin. Ble 





** SIMPLEX” 
IMPROVED 
PORTABLE 
HYDRO- 
STATIC 
DOUCHE. 
Bronze, Metal 
and Vulcanite 
Fittings, with 
6 feet of best 
Rubber Tubing. 


**SISTER FLORENCE” 
LINEN COLLARS. 
lecp, Aid. ; 2/4 half-doz 
deep, Bid. ; 2/Qs half-doz 


£1 CASE 


WATERPROOF TOL 





**LINDA”™ TWIN STUD. 


The 


TOOTH SRUSH 


‘Stella i 2 - . 
Superior J 


powoce | wa _ eee 


. the * Linda ind 
Silver-plated and gilt. 
f euch 





TooTH 


= 


AMBULANCE 
a ge WASHABLE } 
OLLAR,. 2}in. deep, 3id.% 
cuere: tin. deep, Tid. 








z 


Lr] 


ae ee 





— 


— 


¥ x 
Toma ann nar aausy 2 


ae «de Se 
or pres o WATERPROOF LEVANT FLEXIBLE WARD SHOES. 
yam ; HOLDALL Silent Rubber Heels. All sizes in stock. Excellent value. 3/41} 


ends square) 
I 


3 for 1/6 1G} Postage, 1)d 





**LINDA” 
instiffened, 
d (both 


6)d., 


iffen pair. 
*ostage 4d. 
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Rudge-Whitworth 


eres nl Best Bicycle 





GRACEFUL, EASY AND HAPPY 


appearance of a lady mounted 


vecause the design of the frame and the position of the saddle 


on a 


Rud; ge- Whitworth. 
and 


irs are so contrived that an awkward position is impossible. 


> 
any other kin d, thatitr 


HAPPY becau 


» bearings are so perfect, and the machine so much lighter than 
quires far less labour to drive. 
se every Rudge-Whitworth owner knows her mount is better 


value for money than any other machine she meets on the road. 
The new 68-page Art Catalogue describes in detail the new features of the 1909 Models of 


n 
Rudge-Whitworths, including the 


Pateit Combined Celluloid Handlebar Covering and Grips 


Patent Rustless Finish 
Patent Brakes 
Variable Speed Gears 


Prices from &3 


All-steel Flush-joint Frames 
Featherweight Roadsters 
The 10 Years Guarantee 


15s. cash to £14 12s., or from 7Z/- per month. 


The Catalogue is sent Post Free from 


RUDGE-WHITWORTH, Ltd. 


LONDON :—230 Tottenham Court Road, W 
«3 Holborn Viaduct, E.C. 


(Dept. 574) COVENTRY. 


160 Regent Street, W. 
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4 DELICIOUS AND snaali 


Especially valuable for Dys apeotien, Convalescents, Invalids 
and the Aged, on account of its digestibility and strengthen- 
ing properties. 
Delicate and growing children should have this nourishing 
and health-giving diet daily for breakfast. 
NURSING MOTHERS WILL FIND THB REGULAR USE 
OF THIS DIET VERY BENEFICIAL. 
Quickly and easily made. 

Sold in 1/3 tins by Chemists and Grocers. 








eave’s Health Die 


MANUFACTURED BY HE PROPRIETORS OF NEAVE'S 


MILK AND CEREAL FOOD FOR GENERAL UGE. 


FOOD FOR INFANTS. 


A MOTHER WRITES :—" I owe my speedy recovery after 
confinement to the good effect of your Health Diet. Everybody 
ts surprised at my state as the Doctors gave very little hope of 
my rallying. My husband also has greatly appreciated its good 
effect during his recent attack of influenza, I shail always use 
tt, not only in case of sickness, but as a grand “ pick-me-up" in 
times of need, It really makes one feel quite strong again, and 
if used at night causes sound and refreshing sleep, I shall 
recommend it to all my friends."—August, 1908. 








A Free Sample will be sent by the Manufacturers, JOSIAH R. NEAVE & Co., Fordingbridge, via Salisbury. 
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seful 
st Card 


Is a complete Diet for Babies, Invalids, 


Nursing Mothers, and the Aged. 


N 


Dyspeptics, 


RIDGE’S ROYAL FOOD MILLS, Dept. 5, LONDON, ‘5 





SOFT DELICATE SKIN. 


For Inv = alban sate y, hot sk | 


Nurses who ai sunberd on A 


ROWLAND’S 
| eV DOR 


ind rel ] 
Par lavile Won Bottles 2/3, 4/6, 8/6. Scld by Stores and C} 
and A, 


Rowland d & Sons, Hatton Garden, l 
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MIDWIFERY 


CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD 


[ was announced at the last meeting of the Central 
l Midwives Board, held at Caxton House on March 18th, 
that Dr. Stanley B. Atkinson had been reappointed to 

ent the Midwives Institute on the Board for the 
ensuing April Ist next, and that Miss Rosalind 
had similarly been reappointed to represent the 
Victoria’s Jubilee Institute. 


r will be remembered that the Board recently sent 
rgestion to the Registrar-General that in future all 
trars of Births should add, in a new column, the 
status, and address of the person who delivered the 

It was announced that an unfavourable reply had 
received from the Registrar-General, who, appar- 
did not see his way to make the proposed addi- 
The need for the information seems to be widely 
or the Board’s recommendation was made in con- 
e of a resolution on the question passed unani- 
at a Conference of Voluntary Nursing Associations 
and the other day the Sanitary Committee of 
smorganshire County Council passed a similar 
ition. 

Tae Report of the Standing Committee was received 
und approved. An interesting point, of which more will 
probably be heard, was raised in a letter from Dr. Fouler- 
ton, Countv Medical Officer for East Sussex, who had 
been in correspondence with the Board on the question 
of medical practitioners ‘‘covering’’ midwives, and the 
Board approved the Committee’s recommendation that 
“the Secretary be instructed to draft a case for the 
opinion of the Privy Council as to whether a certified 
midwife personally delivering a woman in childbirth is 
acting as a midwife where a medical practitioner has 
been engaged to attend the case.” 

Ture names of six midwives were ordered to be re- 
moved from the roll, at their own request, for the usual 
reasons : old age, ill-health, and inability to comply with 
the rules. Revised lists of recognised training schools, 
recognised teachers, and approved midwives were adopted. 


Tue following medical practitioners were approved as 


teachers: Horace George Brown, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
and Ernest Lewis Ward, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.; also, pro 
ac vice, Edward Herbert Young, M.D. The following 
midwife was approved to sign Forms III. and IV. : 
Lucy Maria Hutley. 

l'une date of the next meeting of the Board was fixed 
for April 22nd. 





C.M.B. PENAL CASES 
PENAL Session of the Central Midwives Board was 
i 1 at the Board Room, Caxton House, on Tuesday, 
March 23rd, when twenty-two midwives were cited to 
appear in answer to various charges of alleged mis- 


ret Aldred (Lancashire), charged with supplying 
t with ‘fa certain mixture with intent to procure 
’ was cautioned. 
Jane Blackler (Devonport), who sent a telegram 
t “‘at the last moment it was thought unsafe for 
ravel on account of age,’’ was charged with 
and misconduct in not sending for medical 
in disregarding the rules as to antiseptic pre 
&ce. The name of this midwife was ordered to 
1 from the Roll and her certificate cancelled. 
Mary Bolton (Gloucestershire), L.O.S. certificate, 
om charges were brought of intemperance while 
loyment of a nursing association, appeared per- 
d the very sad circumstances of her case were 
| by her sister, showing that illness and overwork 
the cause of her breakdown. The chairman, in 





cautioning her, said he hoped she would carefully keep 
the pledge she had taken, and speedily regain her good 
reputation. 

Phillis Botfield (West Bromwich), in whose practice a 
patient had died from puerperal fever, was struck off the 
Roll and her certificate cancelled. 

Elizabeth Mary Bothwell, L.O.S. certificate (Norfolk), 
was struck off the Roll, charges of habitual intemperance 
being found proved. 

Susanna Burrow (Leeds) was charged with not sending 
for medical help in two cases. Evidence was given in 
support of this by the Inspector, Miss Maynard, and the 
Board ordered the midwife’s name to be removed from 
the Roll. (She was 67.) 

Annie Gordon (Leeds) was present herself, and was 
defended by a barrister. Her solicitor was also repre- 
sented by several clerks, while the Local Supervising 
Authority sent their legal representative and the Inspector 
of Midwives, Miss Maynard, as well as a police constable 
to give evidence if necessary. The charges against this 
midwife were of a most serious character. It was shown— 

(1) That at the West Riding Assizes held at Leeds on 
March 9th, 1895, she was convicted of having unlawfully 
and feloniously used an instrument with intent to procure 
the miscarriage of one Minnie Cohen, and was thereupon 
sentenced to be kept in penal servitude for a term of five 
years. 

(2) That on October 27th, 1904, she procured the grant 
of a certificate by the Central Midwives Board by 
causing to be made and by producing a false and fraudu- 
lent certificate of good moral character. 

In defence it was urged that the conviction was a great 
many years ago, before the Midwives Act was passed or 
the Central Midwives Board existed, and the point was 
raised whether, had the Board known of the conviction, 
and the midwife had been able to show that she had been 
in practice for several years after serving her sentence 
and produced evidence of good character, they would 
have refused to certify her. The certificate of ‘‘ good 
moral character,’’ in virtue of which she was certified, 
was signed by Dr. Julius Friend, and several recent 
testimonials of character, signed by medical men, were 
also produced. 

The Chairman, in announcing the Board’s decision to 
remove Annie Gordon’s name from the Roll, said that 
had the Board known her past history they would not 
for one instant have allowed her to be certified. Their 
business was to purge the Roll of untrustworthy midwives 
The papers concerning the false certificates would be 
sent to the Public Prosecutor, for the Board were deter- 
mined that such certificates should not be issued. Doctors 
must not sign them in this light-hearted way. 

Maria Cook (Lincoln) was censured for issuing a false 
certificate of still-birth. 

Francess Curtis (Herefordshire), Queen Charlotte’s Hos- 
pital certificate, was cautioned, evidence being given of 
systematic evasion of the Local Supervising Authority’s 
inspection. 

Dorothy Hudson (South Shields), Ruth Kitching (co. 
Durham), Jane Lawrence (Merthyr Tydfil), and Susan 
Jane Lonsdale (Northumberland) were ordered to be 
removed from the Roll and their certificates cancelled, 
charges of various breaches of the rules having been 
proved against them. 

Sarah Ann Marsh (Lancashire), against whom no fewer 
than nine convictions for drunken and disorderly conduct, 
and ‘‘obscene and profane language,’’ were proved, 
dating from 1902, and whose certificate of ‘‘good moral 
character ’’ was signed by a medical man, was struck off 
the Roll, and in this case also the Board decided to send 
the papers concerning the issue of the certificate to the 
Public Prosecutor. 

Mary Ann Quainton (Middlesex), Anna Maria Richard 
son (Norfolk), Elizabeth Townsend (Manchester, Man 
chester Maternity Hospital certificate), Harriet Tovey 
(Warwick), Julia Walters (co. Durham), and Frances 
Mary Wills (Birmingham), were removed from the Roll 
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and their certificates cancelled, the 
found proved. 

Elizabeth May { Northampton ) was severely censured for 
not sending for medical help, and ads Elizabeth 
Stevenson (Manchester) was censured for failure to notify 
sending for medical help to the L.S.A., and for othe 
breaches of the Rules 

The a} pli ition ol 


name t he 


various charges being 


her 


Helena Zwirn 


Roll was refused 


for restoration of 





THE WORK OF THE 
] R ANLEY B. ATKINSON, the representative of 

Dit Midwives Ins the Central Midwives 
Buard, gave a very g report of the past years 
work of the Board the Institute on 
March 19th Fhough the unfairly enough, 
prohibited the Act from one of its own 
members as representative, it actually be said 
to have the limitation so far. It is doubtful 
whether any vife could have done better e than 
Wi rendered by Di Culling during his years on 
the Bo , and at the present time the Institute may 
well lated on having as its representative a 
medic: takes an absolutely fair and unbiassed 
attitr midwives. 

In the address, Dr. Atkinson 
audience some interesting information as _ to 
tomary procedure of the much misunderstood 
Midwives Board certain matters He drew, for in- 
stance, a distinction between those questions with 
which the Board power to deal, and those which do 
not come vithin purview, but belong to Local Super- 
vising Authorities, the confusion between these being often 
very great 

Dr. Atkinson explained the principles upon which the 
C.M.B. examinations are conducted, the methods followed 
in dealing with penal cases and briefly summed up the 
history of the Board’s actions during the year that comes 
to an end this month. 

Spe iking of the of the Midwives Roll, Dr. 
Atkinson said there were at present practically no means 
of seeing that it is kept correctly. It is estimated that 
there are some 15,000 practising midwives now on it, but 
he believed that this number did not include many Poor 
Law midv who did not notify their Local Super- 
vising Authorities. He believed that there were also 
still or roll the names of midwives who had died, 
and this was something of a danger, inasmuch the 
certificate ight quite possibly be used by other unquali 
fied persons, to trace whom would be a matter of great 
difficulty. He thought should be taken to secure 
the mor keeping of the roll. He referred to the 
next revision of the rules, and begged midwives who 
found by experience that any rule worked badly in 
practice notes of their difficulties and bring them 

his notice for consideration when the Board began the 
work of revision 
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ACT COMMITTEE 
meeting of the Departmental Committee 
the working of the Midwives Act, the 
witnesses attended and gave evidence :—Sir 
George Fordham, the treasurer of the Central Midwives 
Board, and representative of the County Councils’ Asso- 
ciation; Dr. A. Robinson, Medical Officer of Health for 
the County Borough of Rotherham; and Mrs. Heywood 
Johnstone, President of the Rural Midwives’ Association. 

The nth of the Departmental Committee 
to consider working of the Midwives Act was held 
at the Privy Council Office last week, when the fol- 
lowing witnesses attended and gave evidence :—Dr. 
E. W. Hope, Medical Officer of Health, Liverpool ; Mr. 
G. H. Fosbroke, Medical Officer of Health, Worcester- 
shire; Mr. J. R. Kaye, Medical Officer of Health, West 
Riding, Yorkshire 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Dr. Witiiams, the very energetic County Medi: cal 
Officer for Glamorganshire, reported at the last mee 
of the Sanitary Committee of the Glamorganshire Coun ity 
Council that out of 648 women whose names were on 
the last published Roll of the Central Midwives Board as 
resident in the county, 554 had notified their intention 
to practise, and there were sixty uncertified women who 
would continue to practise till 1910. Of these 554, 457 had 
under the bond fide clause, the remaining 
holding certificates of training. Miss Evans, 
under the Act, had visited 231 midwives 
during the quarter. The committee decided to recom- 
mend that the Local Government Board should be asked 
to add a column to the register of births, requiring the 
person registering to give the name of the midwife in 
attendance, that inspection might be facilitated. It 
was considered that only a small percentage of the 
women at present receiving theoretical training in mid- 
wifery would be able to pass the C.M.B. examination, 
and that those unable to pass would very possibly 
nevertheless undertake practice as midwives, and might 
escape discovery unless some means were adopted to 
bring them to the notice of the local authority. 
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Ix connection with the problem of medical fees, we find 
the following resolution has just been passed by the mem- 
bers of the West Penwith Medical Society, mainly com- 
posed of members of the British Medical Association :— 
‘That this society unanimously disapproves of midwives 
engaging to attend cases for whom a medical man has not 
been engaged to attend, and they desire to point out to all 
nursing associations in West Penwith that they have 
unanimously resolved that they will not hold themselves 
responsible for attendance on such cases.” 

This is a curious commentary on the admitted fact that 
‘‘midwives are a necessity.”” Mr. Bernard Shaw might 
find in this one more piece of evidence in favour of his 
contention that the present poverty-stricken condition of 
the medical profession makes some members of it ‘ dan- 
gerous to the community.”’ 
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OFFICIAL inguiries in Surrey show that during 
there were 4,800 confinements attended by certified 
wives without the assistance of a doctor. It was 
ascertained that 118 uncertified midwives attended no 
fewer than 1,167 confinements. The bulk of these un- 
certified women were traced and examined by Miss Palk, 
the County Nursing Association superintendent, who 
found that 73 of the women were clean and tidy, 27 
dirty, and 10 very dirty. The medical officer is of 
opinion that the possible shortage of trained midwives 
is not so serious as was at first anticipated, and with 
the co-oper: ition of the County Nursing Association and the 
active interest of benevolent ladies he believes that the 
necessities of the county will be fairly met within the next 
two years. 


In connection with the School of Midwifery of the 
Birkenhead Ladies’ Charitable Institution and Maternity 
Hospital, sixteen pupil midwives have been trained during 
the past year, and eleven monthly nurses were also 
trained by the matron in the hospital, and received the 
certificate for that branch of the work. Seventeen candi- 
dates entered for the C.M.B. examination, and sixteen 
were successful. The district midwives paid 3,600 visits 
during the year. 





Post-Paid Subscription Rates. 
Three Months, 1/8; Six Months, 3/3; Twelve Me 
6/6. For the Colonies and Abroad the rates are: ‘ 
Months, 2/2; Six Months, 4/4; Twelve Months 
Orders should he addressed to 
The Manager, THe Nursine Times, 
Martin's Street, London, 























